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PREFACE.

The work of preparing for publication the Official Records of the
Union and Confederate navies, which was begun July 7, 1884, was
organized under the superintendency of Prof. J. R. Soley, U. S.
Navy, at that time librarian of the Navy Department, afterwards
Assistant Secretary of the Navy.

In August, 1890, the work of collecting these records and their c¢las-
sification was ably continued by his successor, Lieutenant-Commander
F. M. Wise, U. S. Navy, who, having received orders to sea, was
relieved by Lieutenant-Commander Richard Rush, U. S. Navy, in
May, 1893.

The long-delayed publication was ﬂna‘lly authorized by act of Con-
gress approved July 81, 1894, and begun by Mr. Rush., The first
five volumes were published under his efficient administration, and
the important duty of organizing the office for the distribution of
these volumes was accomplished.

In March, 1897, Mr. Rush, having been ordered to sea, was succeeded
hy Professor Edward K. Rawson, U. S. Navy, as superintendent.

On November 18, 1901, Commander George P. Colvocoresses was
detached from this office and ordered to sex.

No change is contemplated at present in the outline of the plan of
publication as approved by the Department. This plan includes. only
the use of such material as may be certified to be contemporaneous
naval records of the war, which is divided into three series, in the
following order of arrangement:

I. The first series embraces the reports, orders, and correspondence,
both Union and Confederate, relating to all naval operations on the
Atlantic and Gulf coasts and inland waters of the United States during
the war of the rebellion, together with the operations of vessels ncting
singly, either as cruisers or privateers, in different parts of the world.
These reports are accompanied by occasional maps and diagiams,

In this series the papers are arranged according to squadrons and
flotillas, chronologically; and, as far as possible, the Union reports of
any events are immediately followed by the Confederate reports.

X1



XI1 PREFACE.

I1. The second series embraces the reports, orders, and correspond-
ence relating to— .

1. The condition of the Union Navy in 1861, hefore the com-
mencement of hostilities, and to its increase during the progress
of the war, including the annual and special reports of the
Secretary of the Navy and chiefs of the various bureaus,

2. The construction and outfit of the Confederate Navy, includ-
ing privateers, setting forth also the annual and special reports
of the Confederate Secretary of the Navy and chiefs of bureaus.

3. Statistical data of all vessels, Union and Confederate, as far
as can bhe ohtained.

4. Returns of naval and military property captvred by the
navies of bhoth sides dulmg the war.

5. Correspondence relating to naval prisoners.

This series is also arranged chronologically in each of the above
sections, as far as practicable.

III. The third series embraces all reports, orders, correspondence,
and returns of the Union and Confederate authorities not specially
relating to the matter of the first and second series.

It is the intention of the Department to introduce throughout the
volumes of the different series illustrations of each class or type of
vessels referred to, in order to preserve the identity of these ships
as they actually appeared during the war. These cuts have been
reproduced either from photographs of the vessels themselves or
from the carefully prepared drawings made from official sources.

Much difficulty has been found in collecting the records, for, while
the official reports of commanders of fleets and of vessels acting singly
are on file in the Navy Department, it is found that the correspondence
between flag-officers and their subordinates is frequently missing.
Without this squadron correspondence the historical value of the work
would necessarily be impaired, and the Department therefore has
spared no pains to secure the letter books and papers of the chief actors
on hoth sides. These papers have for the most part been obtained, and
they have been copiously used in the compilation of the work. The
reports of the Union commanders are full and fairly complete. It isto
be regretted, however, that the Confederate records arc not equally
complete, due to the great difficulty found in collecting them, and also
to the fact that a large part of the archives of the Confederate Navy
Department was burned at the close of the war. Frequent careful
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searches throughout various parts of the country conducted by a
special agent of the Department, have brought to light many dupli-
cates of these papers, found among the personal files of participants.
It is hoped that the publication will revive the interest of participants
in the events referred to, and lead them to bring to the notice of the
Department the whereahouts of any papers bearing upon naval opera-
tions in the civil war of which they may have knowledge.

The twelfth volume of the records (Series I, vol. 12), which has
recently heen published by the Departnent, gives the operations of the
North Atlantic Blockading Squadron’ from February 2 to August 8,
1865; and the operations of the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron
from October 29, 1861, to May 13, 1862. The present volume (Series
1, vol. 13), gives the operations of the South Atlantic Blockading Squad-
ron from May 14, 1862, to April 7, 1863.

The reports and correspondence are placed chronologically, with a
distinct heading for every paper. In the record of events in which
both sides toolc part, the Confederate reports (where they could he
obtained) immediately follow the Union reports, while the miscellane-
ous Confederate correspondence is placed at the end of the volume.
Reference to the table of contents will show the context of these Con-
federate papers. It is believed chat the chronological arrangement of
the records, in connection with the full and complete index to each
volume, will afford ample means of reference to its contents without
other subdivision or classification. In reports of special or single
events, in which the papers bear specific relation to those events, the
chronological order has been somewhat modified, and such documents
have been placed together in the compilation.

Evwarp K. Rawson,
GEORGE P. COLVOCORESSES,
CHARLES W. STEWART,

Compilers.
NAvY DEPARTMENT, ,

Washington, D. (., December, 1901.

Nore.—The following is an extract from the law governing the dis-
tribution of the sets comprising the publication (act of Congress
approved July 31, 1894):

* % * Of said number, six thousand eight hundred and forty
copies shall be for the use of the House of Representatives, two thou-
sand one hundred and twelve copies for the use of the Senate, and one
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thousand and_ forty-eight copies for the use of the Navy Department
and for distribution by the Secretary of the Navy among officers of the
Navy and contributors to the work. The quotas herein authorized of
said publication for the Senate and House of Representatives shall be
sent by the Secretary of the Navy to such libraries, organizations, and
individuals as may he designated by the Senators, Representatives, and
Delegates of the Fifty-third Con%ress,.it being the purpose of this dis-
tribution herein provided for to place these records in public libraries,
and with permanent organizations having libraries, so far as such
libraries may exist in the several States and Territories. Each Senator
shall designate not exceeding twenty-four and each Representative and
Delegate not exceeding nineteen of such addresses, and the volumes
shallgbe sent thereto from time to time, as they are published, until the
gublic’atioh is completed; and all sets that may not be ordered to be

istributed as provided herein shall be sold by the Secretary of the
Navy for cost of publication, with ten per centum added thereto, and
the proceeds of such sale shall be covered into the Treasury. If two
or more sets of said-volumes are ordered to the same address, the
Secretary of the Navy shall inform the Senators, Representatives, or
Delegates who have designated the same, who thereupon may desig-
nate other libraries, organizations, or individuals. The Secretary of the
Navy shall inform distributees at whose instance the volumes are sent.

The following joint resolution regarding the distribution of the
work was approved January 30, 1896:

Resolved by the Senate and House of Re{)‘reszmtatiwe-s of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the
Navy be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to send the undis-
tributed copies of the Official Records of the War of the Rebellion,
both »f the Union and of the Confederate navies, to such libraries,
organizations, and individuals as may be designated hefore the meet-
ing of the next Congress by the Representatives in the Fifty-fourth
Congress of the districts whose Representatives in the Fifty-third
Congress failed to designate the distributecs of their quota of said
Official Records, or any part thereof, as authorized by the act of Con-
gress approved July thirty-first, eighteen hundred and ninety-four,
and the joint resolution approved March second, eighteen hundred
and ninety-five, to the extent and in the manner and form provided
in said act. : _

The following is an extract from the act of Congress of May 28,
1896, which increased the edition from 10,000 to 11,000 copies:

* % % TFor printing, binding, and wrapping one thousand addi-
tional copies of series one, volumes one, two, three, and four, for sup-
plying officers of the Navy who have not received the work, two
thousand four hundred dollars.



ORDER OF COMPILATION OF NAVAL WAR RECORDS.
SERIES 1.

1..Operations of the Cruisers, 1861-1865.

Union cruisers,
West India (Fl\iug) %quadron under Acting Rear-Admiral W Hkus. U 80N, 1852-1863.
West India (Flying) Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lardner, l,. S. \' 1363-1564.
Confederate cruisers and pri\'atef;rq

2. Operationsin the Gulf of Mexico, January to June 7, 1861.

Surrender of the Pensacola Navy Yard,
Cooperation of the Navy in the relief of Fort Pickens.

3. Operations on the Atlantic Coast, January to May 13, 1861.

Cooperation of the Navy in the attempts to relicve Fort Sumter,
Abandonment and destruction of the Norfolk Navy Yard.
Home Squadron, under Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U, 8, N,

I. Operations on the Potomac and Rappdhannock Rivers, 1861-1865.

Potorac Flotilla, under Commander Ward, U, §. N., 1561,
Potomac Flotilla, uinider Captain Craven, U, 8, N., 1561,

Potomac Flotilla, under Lieutenant Wyman, U. 8. N., 1861-1862,
Potomac Flotilla, under Commodore Harwood, U. S. N., 1862-1863.
Potomac Flotilla, under Commander Parker, U, 8. N., 1863-1865,

5. Atlantic Blockading Squadrons, 1861 1865.

ulantle Blockadlng Squadron, under Flug Officer Stringham, U, 8. N., May 13 to Sept. 23, 1861.

West Indla Squadron; under Flag-Officer Pendcrgr&st U. 8. N, 1861,

Naval Defenses of Virginia ‘and North Carolina, under Flag- Omu,r Barron, C. 8. N,
Atlantic'Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officer Goldsborough, U, 8, N., 1861,

North Atlantic Blockading S8quadron, undér Rear-Admiral Goldsborough U.S. N, mm-m'vz.

Naval Defenses of Virginia and North Carolina, under Flag-Officer Lynch, C. &

James River 8quadron, under Flag-Officer Buchanan, C, 8. N,

James River Squadron, under Flag-Officer Tattnall, ¢, 8. N,

James River Flotilla, under Commodore Wilkes, U, S. N., 1862, ;

North Atlantlc Blockadlng Squadron, under Acllng Rear- Admlml Lee, U. 8, N., 1862-1864.

Jnmes River Squadron, under Flag-Officers Forrest and Mitchell, €, 8. N,

* Naval Defenses Inland Waters of North Carolinia; under Commander Pinkney, C. 8. N,

_ *Naval Defenses Cupe Fear River, North Caroling, under Flag-Officer Lynch, C, 8, N
North Atlunﬂc Blockndlng Squadron under Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. N., 1864-1865,

James Rivcr Squadron, ‘under Flag-Officers Mitchell and S8emmies, C. 8. N,

*Naval Defense: ar River, North Carollna, under Flag Officer I’Inkue). . 8N,
North Atlantic Block ‘ua,dron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Rndfnrd U, 8. N, 1865,
South Atlantlc Blockad uadron, under Rear-Admiral Du Pont, U, S, N, 1861-1863,

*Naval Defeuws of %uth Carolina and (,cm'gla, under Flug-Ofticer '[‘atlnall C.8.N.

* Naval Defensesof Char)enton Harbor, South (,urollna under Flag-Officer Iugmham C.8. N,
Sonth Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Dahlgren, U. 8. N., 1863-1865.

*Naval Defenses of Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, under Flag- ()mcer Tucker, .. 5. N.

Naval Delenses of Savannah, Ga., under Flag-Officers Hunter and Tattnall, C. 8, N,

*The Confederate material under this head is very scant. It is therefore hoped that those who
have any Confederate naval documents upon the subject will communicate with the Office of Naval
War Records, Navy Department, Washington, D, C,

XV



XVI ORDER OF COMPILATION OF NAVAL WAR RECORDS.

6. Gulf Blockadmg Squadrons, 1861-1865,

Gulf Blockading Sqtmdron under Flag»Ofﬁ('u Mervine, U, 8. N.; 1861,
Gulf Blockadlng Sqlmdmn ‘under Flag-Officer McKean, U. 8; V 1861-1862.
* Mississtppt River Defenses, under Flag-Officer Hollim C. 8. N.
East Gulf Blockading Squudron, under Flag-Ofticer \Iol{ean U. 8. N,, 1862.
East Gulf Blockadlng ‘Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admirl Larduner, U, S, N., 1862,
East Gulf B]oclmding %quadron under Acting Rear-Admiral Bailey, U. 8. N., 18h‘2 -1864,
Enst Gulf Blocknding Squadron, under Captain Greene, U, 8, N., 1864,
East Gulf Blockndlng Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Stribling, U..S. N., 1864-1865,
West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Ofticer Farragut, U. S, N., 1862-1863.
Mortar Flotilla, under Commander Porter, U, S. N., 1862,
Lower Mississippi River Defenses, under Commander J. K. Mitchell, C. S. N., 1862,
* Mobile Defenses, under 'Flag-Officer Randolph, C. 8. N, ‘
Trans-Mississippl Marine Department, under Major Leon Smith, C, 8. A.
West Gulf Blockndlng Squadron, under Commodore Bell, U, 8. N, (ad interim), 1863,
West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Farragut, U. 8. N., 1864,
*Mobile Defenses; under Admiral Buchanan, C. 8. N,
West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Commodore Palmer, U. 8. N., 1864-1865.
West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S, N., 1865,
* Mobile Defenses, under Flag-Officer Farrand, C. S. N,

7. Operations on the Western Rivers, 1861-1865.

Naval Forces on Wcstern Waters, under Commander Rodgers, U, S, N., 1861,
Naval Forees on Western Waters, under Flag- Officer Foote, U, S. N., 1861—1862
* Mississippi River Dcfenm, under Flag-Oficer Hollins, C. 8. N.
Naval Forces on Western Watets, under Flag-Officer Davis, U, 8. N., 1862,
* Mississippl River Defense Fleet, under Captain Montgomery, C. 8 A,
* Mississippl- River Defenses, under Commander R, F. Pinkuney, C. 8. N.
* Mississippi River Defenses, under Flag-Officer Lynch, C. 8. N,
Mississippl Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8, N., 1862-1864,
Mississippi Squadron, uinder Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U.'S. N., 1864-1865.
* Naval Defenses of Red River, Louisiana, under Lieatenant J. H, Carter, C. 8, N,

*The Confederate material undér this head is very scant, It Is therefore hoped that those who
have any Confederate naval doeuments upon the subject will communicate with the Office of Naval
War Records, Navy Department, Washington, D, C,



UNITED STATES VESSELS OF WAR SERVING IN THE SOUTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING
QUADRON, MAY 14, 1862, TO APRIL 7, 1863,

Naine, Rate. -|Tonnage. Class, Crew. | Guns,
Adirondack .coveevaesonncennns Second ... 1,240 | Screw 8100p...v.... N . 183 | 9
Alabama ..... ceareebereed heens Third..... 1,261 | Side-wheel steamer............ 176 9
Albatross........ Cesisasiaseses Fourth ... 878 | Screw steamer.......... 68 6
America. ...t verenence Fourth ... 100 | Yacht vuieeiiiiinnvinnannaans . 9 3
Augusta ....ociiieiiennn.s ....] Third..... 1,310 | 8lde-wheel steamer............ 157 10
2315 T T Coast-Survey steamer ....... ‘s 1 3 PO
Bilenville.....eeveennnevaneen. Second ... 1,658 | Side-wheel steamer............ 185 1
Braziliera ......coveeiinniannn Fourth ... B0 | BATK...coivieiiiirennnncnnnsonss 68 6
C.P.willlams .....cvevnnnnn.n. Fourth ... 210 | Mortar sChOONEr. ...cvveun.es - 16 3
Canandaigus ...coveicniaaann. Second ... 1,895 | BErew sloOp..cccvevvenvenncnscns 163 10
CasWelliinniiiiinenneennenss [ Coast-Survey steamer ..... U FURSRON R
Catskill. . .ooiiiiniiiinannnns, Third..... 844 | Ironclad steamer..... Cevesnenas 74 2
(971 111:3 ¢ £) ¢ J RO Third..... 860 | Side-wheel steamer ........ erea 122 10
Columbine ......oeceeennunnn.. Fourth ... 183 | Screw steamer.......... 24 2
Commodore McDonough...... Fourth ... 532 | Side-wheel steamer ............ 76 6
Commodore Morris............ Fourth ... 632 {...e 0 uciiicnninnnnanns vieesve 88 6
Conemaugh ....ocvuvennenninns Third..... 955 [0.eri@0 . iiniiiiininns ceeveeneves 125 9
o018 ¢ 1C) O P GN Fourth ... 654 | Safling ship ....covvveiniinnen 82 8
Crusader .coveeveievenacneanan. Fourth ... 946 | Screw steamer......... teveneans ™ 7
Daffodi] ..einiiiiiiiinreciinnns Fourth ... 160 | Steam tug coovuvnenniiveninnnns . 28 2
DAle..ieveennnnnns crevensnvens Fourth ... 566 | SAING BlOOP «vvcvereveieennnnes 50 8
Dandelon........cccean.. ve...| Fourth ... 111 | Screw steamer........ vieesdneen 2| , 2
Darlington ............ vessuses Fourth ...} 300 | Side-wheel-steamer ,........... 28 1..ueine
Dawn ............. Ceissasennai Fourth ... 899 | Screw steamer..... Cersiiavinees 34 2
E. B, Hale.............. veier..] Fourth ... 192 |.....do...... Ceeessesane ivevesaas 50 b
Ellen....cooiiviiiiiiiiiiinn., Fourth ... 341 | Slde-wheel steamer ........ocuifeviveeis 4
Fernandina ....... veeesssens..| Fourth ... 207 | BATK. . eiveeeineniearevnnnannenn . 9 6
Flag..civenivenneennss Nevcennan Third,.... 963 | Screw steamer........... ceeeeie 140 9
Flambeau............ creierans Third..... 900 |.....do:u.uunnn.. 92 b
1 QT3 1o 1 R Third..... 1,261 | 'Side-wheel steamer............ 150 8
G. W, Blunt............ioeeel, Fourth ... 121 | SGhooner............... crenee 16 1
Gemof theSea.........e0uen.. Fourth ... 871 | Bark ....... PP Vorevioasss 65 6
Gemsbok ,......coiivnvennnnnn. Fourth .., 622 1. ....d0 ciiiiiiiiiiiciiarenes 100 7
Henry Andrew................ Fourth ... 177 Sc’rew steamer..... Cieveesenens . 49 3
Hope..ioovrearvnnnnnn. “eees...] Fourth-... 184 | Schooner.....vevvvveevens vesens 18 1
Housatonie ...........icc..... Second ... 1,240 | Screw sloop ........ teteieesinas 160 13
Huron ..... Ceeretrsenerairans Fourth ... 507 } Serew BLCRIMEr. oo vvvervinenans 76 4
INO . etiiaiiineiiiiiinninns, Fourth ... 8951 Sailing ship ........ 116 9
Isaac Smith ..eevvivvvinnnnnn.. Fourth ... 453 | Screw steamer.............. vers 56 9
James Adger ....c..ovivennnn Third..... 1,161 | Side-wheel steamer ............ 120 8
KeokKuk ..ovuioniineiunnannnn. Third..... 677 | Ironclad steamer...... cieeriees ) 1
Keystone State. ............... Third..... 1,364 | Side-wheel steamer ............ 163 10
Kingfisher.......cvvvvennennns Fourth ... 460 | Bark ........ eeresieeiian veaeen 95 b
lLodona.......... ereeranrenees Third..... 860 | Berew steamer......... Ceverines 97 7
Madgie. . oooiiiiiiininns, Fourth ... 218 |..... do......... cerees Vevseadiant 45 8
Marhlehead ........... ceesenes Fourth ... 607 |.....do......... vesienes 81 4
Massachusetts........o..euail. Fourth ... 1,165 [.....d0 . iiuvniinnnnnaens 160 7
Memphis........ e seeseiads Third..... 791 |.....do...... eiieends ceeeeihian] 100 7
Mercedita........\..* .......... Third...., T160ndoeeiiiiaianns sesriasbanses 121 9
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XVIII

LIST OF UNITED STATES VESSELS OF WAR.

UNITED STATES VESSELS OF WAR SERVING IN THE SOUTH ATLANTIC BLOC'I\’ADING
SQUADRON, M4 Y 14, 1862, TO APRIL 7, 1863—Continued.

Name Rate. |Tonnage, Class. Crew. { Guns,
MErCUrY .uueennniinvrneanness Fourth ... 187 | Side-wheel steamer ............ 4b 2
Midnight......... e eieeaas Fourth ... 386 | BATK oot 70 7
Mohawk.......cvovvvevninnnnn Fourth ... 459 | Screw steamer.................. 65 8
Mohiean............ S Third..... 994 i..... e 1o S 150 7
Montauk .ooievenineiiiiainnn Third..... 844 | Tronclad steamer............... 67 2
TNahant.....oiiieeeceinieen, Third..... 844 i..... e L s 76 2
Nantueket,..ooeeeveeneisaeanns Third..... 844 ..., s [ S TN 85 2
New Ironsides.......ocouenenns First...... 3,486 | Screw steamer.................. 449 20
Norfolk Packet.......i.civaes Yourth ...| 349 | Mortar schooner................ 40 4
Norwlehooooiiii e Fourth ... 431 | Screw steamer............. Vi 80 6
O M. Pettit...ooiinniieinnens Fourth ... 165 | Side-wheel steamer ............ 30 2
Oonward .......coviviuieaiaiins Fourth .. 874 | Sailing ship ............ rrevees 120 8
OUAWE ooveeeieiiineciscoanas Fourth ... 507 | Screw steamer.....coovvieeensn.. 90 5
PATA..coiviiiiiinanninenneens ‘Fourth ... 190 3
PassalC . .oaiiiieieia i Third..... 844 2
PAIAPSCO vvneneineneeneaiinss Third..... 844 |. 2
PALTOON «.eveernrenrennennnnnns Fourth ... 183 b
PRl JONES «ooveinnrnennnnenss Third..... 863 9
PAWNEE - eeenvnnrnnineenensns Seeond...| 1,289 11
Pembing .....ooovinvniieiinann Fourth ... 6507 4
Penguin....... e e Fourth . 389 7
Planter.......cocvensnninia.i..| Fourth .., 300 | S 2
POCRhONEAS. . .oevetveinsiennnss Third..... 694 6
Potomska ....cocevnreinininnns Fourth'. 287 5
Powhatan............ cocennsne First......| - 2,416 19
Quaker City ..oooovuvivinnnnn. Second ... 1,600 | Side-wheel steamer....... Civees 163 9
Relef covnevrienenennnnsiinen. Fourth ... 468 | Storeship ..iociviininvnanainns 49 3
REBCUE .\veennnns cerreiaeas ...| Fourth ... 111 | Screw steBmer........cveven.... 20 1
Restlesd voovueneieninnnnnnnnn, Fourth ... 265 | BArK....ooivivuniniieinennnn, oo 5
Rhodelsland.........oo... seesf Second ...f 1,617 | Side-wheel steamer ............ 157 1
ROCBUCK ....ivvivnnesnnisnins.] Fourth .. 455 | Bark.......... e iieeieeeierans 6B
Sebago ..... Cereer e eees e, Third..... 832 | Side-wheel steamer 156 6
SENECA .. vvrereienaianiiaaiai, Fourth ... 507 | Serew steamer 81 4
Shepherd Knapp......ccoeve.e. Fourth ... 838 | Safling ship ............ 94 8
~ South Carolina ............. ...| Third..... 1,165 | Screw steamer 105 8
Btettin.....ooeoviiiiiiineiiens Fourth 600 L..... A0 i 72 5
BUMPLEr. . cverenscaennn. «vo.| Third..... 460 1..... i [ SO PR 61 _ 5
Unadilla ..... P feshaeas Fourth ... 507 I..... do......ic, 90 E 8
UNCAS vrveninranniniaiinnninaes Fourth ... 192 1,....do..... e, . 62 b
Valparaiso ........ Weveevesueds Fourth ... 402 | ShIp .. i iiieninnninnn 36 {.....: 3
Vandalia ........ Cirereeaeieens Third..... 700 | Satling 8hip .ivveevnvninnne.an. 124 22
Vermont .......c..ou.. ceeeens First...... 2,633 | Shipof the Uhe,,......ouvunnn.. 153 24
Vixen....... s rrerienena. Fourth . 300 | Coast-Survey steamer .......... 41 2
WRDASH o eeivenenenniiennnnns First..... . 3,274 | Screw steamer.................. 568 48
Wamsutta ..... TP ‘Fourth ... 270 |.....do..... Cevsevrearias ceires 5.
Water Witeh ..., Fourth ... 378 | side- wheel steamer ............ 73
Weehawken ........ ceveieaens Third..... - 844 | Ironclad steamer........ ceeeens 72
Western World............ ... Fourth ... 441 | Screw steamer......... Pieesaes 86
Wissahiekon ........oeucilione. Fourth .., 507 |..... do...... RO aventeies 80
Wyandotte ...ccovvnvennennnes Fourth ... 468 |..... doieiiriininaiiinn. Cinerees 68
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SOUTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.,

FROM MAY 14, 1862, TO APB% 7, 1868.

S
Report o C’Omm(mdew;z, (§> Nawy, commanding U. 8. S.

awnee, transmg re; egarding the liguor traffic.

] CDQ\?’ o\ U.S. S, Pawneg,
| S Vegpandina, [Fla.], May 1}, 1862,

My DEaRr COMMOD%%) 1 senﬁlthwthis‘a report on the subject of
liquor dealing in essels, which I really think might be stopped
to the advantage oAYour squadron.  So long as the article is permitted
on board of a vessel for sale, I don’t care what the regulations are, it
will find its way into improper hands. .

I went, on the 12th, in the Darlington, inland as far as Nassau, [Fla.],
to search for a gun, which I understood to have heen buried there at
the fort immediately after our occupation of this place, and which I
found after a little probing of the ground, as well as a quantity of shot.
The gun was an army 32, made at Tredegar foundry in 1846. "I had it
removed to the beach and brought to Fernandina the next day, with
its garrison carringe complete, after burning the works on the point of
Talbot Island. v, Mattair, who was with me, says that the bar has
moved a half mile northerly in the lust two years. 1 could, however,
perceive no entrance, as the hreakers extended the whole way across,

Nothing new here except that, with every care, fever is making its
a}])'peal‘a'nce on board in a mild form. I have fixed up a hospital on
shore, however, and hope by keeping the sick from the well to stop it.
So far it has shown itself principally in the old fever and ague cases
of the Potomac, :

Very truly, yours,

Flag-Ofticer S. ¥. Du Ponr,
U. 8. 8. Wabash.

{Enclosure.]

P. DrayTon.

- U. S, 5. PAWNEE,
o Fernandina, Moy 11, 1862.

Sir: I would heg leave to call your attention again to the trouble
that is caused hoth ashore and afloat by the traffic in spirituous liquor,
which is fast becoming legalized through the private traders-and our
own sutlers, who hoth come out with regular permission to deal in this
article, so injurious at all times to the sailors and soldiers, -but douhly
so at present, when the least imprudence brings on the fever of the
country. The last case in point is that of the Massachusetts, from
which vessel liquor enough found its way on shore to create quite an

3
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uproar in g place which has lately been remarkably quiet. 1 do not
‘consider the sutler of that vegsel to blame, as I have no reason to sup-
pose that he sold directly to either sailors or soldiers, but the fact is
positive that some way or other the liquor always reaches these in the
end. Two dollars a bottle and more for most wretched stuff, worth
perhaps 10 cents, having a wonderful power to bring it within their
reach, and 1 must confess to a slight fp eling of shame when I think
that an American man-of-war, which the Massachusetts, as well as the
others of like character are, can be pointed at by the soldiers as liquor
traders under the protection of the Government. o
Another consequence of this traffic is that all others, not so lucrative,
lose their charm, and the supplies which would really tend to add to
the comfort of the officers and crews will be left out (which is, I think,
becoming the case now) to give place to spirit, which, itself, is of the
worst possible quality and at exorbitant prices. As I mentioned before,
should the officers 0{ the various squadrons really require anything of
the kind, Adams Express offers them every facility to get it of a drink-
able quality, and I am ‘satisfied, from what I see here already, that
nothing but the greatest care in keeping the men from excesses of any
kind will enable us to retain the vessels this summer in a healthy con-
dition. In view of this, I would suggest that the steamers fitted out
by the Governinent be prohibited f%'om bringing liquors to sell. A
private vessel we can, to a certain extent, look out for, by placing
guards on hoard, but are helpless with the others,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, » ;
P. DrayTON,
. Commander, Commanding Pawnee.
Flag-Ofticer S, ¥. Du Ponr, ~
Comamanding South Atlantic Squadron, U. 8. S. Wabash.

Order of the Acting Secretary of the Navy to Comvmander Strong,
U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Flay, to proceed with that vessel
to Port Royal, S. C. , -

: ‘ Navy DurarrMent, May 14, 1862,
Sir: So soon as the U, S. 8. Flag, under your commsand, is ready
for sea, proceed with her with all practicable dispatch to Port Royal,

S. C., and report to Flag-Officer Du Pount for duty in the South

Atlantic Blockading;S({uu ron. ;

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. V. Fox,
Acting Seeretary Navy.
Communder Jas, H. Strona, U. 8, Navy, ,

Commanding U. S, S. Flay, Bualtimore, Md.

Report of Flag-Officer D Pont, U. S. Nawy, of the arrival of the
U. 8. 8. Dawn off Port Royal .IIa'r'})m',‘ S. C. ’
o ¥racsuir WABASH,
: Port Royal Harbor, S. C., May 1}, 1562.
Sik: I have the honor to report the arvival this morning [of] the
U. S. 8. Dawn for service in this squadron, having passed nine days
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at Hampton Roads in repairing her machinery, which is still very
‘much out of order and will require further repairs.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ,
' ~ S. ¥. Du Ponr,
Flag-Officer, Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GiproNn WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Order of the Acting Secretary of the Navy, to Flag-Officer Du Pont,
U. 8. Navy, reqarding the sending of prizes to Boston for adjudi-
cation

. Navy DeparT™MENT, May 15, 1862.
Str: The Department calls your attention to the fact that of the
numerous prizes taken by the blockading squadron only three of them
have been sent to Boston. A fair proportion of the prizes should be
sent to that port for adjudication.
1 am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. V. Fox,

; Aeting Secretary.

Flag-Officer Samr. ¥. Du Ponr, ' ;

Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Pt Royal, 8. C.

(feneral order of Flag-Officer Du Pont, U. S. Navy, authorizing the
enlistment of contrabands.* ~

G ENERAL, ORDERS, ; Fraasuir WABASH,
No. 11. Port Royal Tavbor, S. C., May 16, 1862,

The hot season on this coast, now approaching, renders it advisable
that acclimated persons be employed on board of the shipg of this
squadron in such duties as involve much exposure to sun and heat, such
as hoat service and work in the engine rooms. ,

The commanding officers are therefore authorized to enlist contra-
bands, with their consent, on their respective vessels, rating them as
boys at $8, $9, and $10 per month, and one ration, this privilege to be
excrcised with sound discretion. .

‘A monthly return of the number so employed will be made to the
flag-officer. .

Respectfully, etc., S. F. Du Ponrt,
) : Flag-Officer.

Order of Flag- Officer Du Pont, U. 8. Navy, to Convmander M'arclmnd,.
U.g S. Nawy, for a reconnoissance tn Stono Inlet. .
, Fragsuir WABAsH,
: Port Royal IHarbor, S. C., May 15, 1862.
Sir: From information brought by the Planter, the rebels are
abandoning & portion, certainly, of their defenses in Stono. The bat-
tery on Cole’s Island I have no doubt has been left, and 1 deem it
highly probable they are abandoning Old Battery opposite Legaréville.

*For order of Navy Department see Series I, vol. 7, p. 264




6 SOUTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

I recommend a reconnoissance to be made by two or more gunboats,
which you can take yourself or send the senior gunboat officer in
charge.

The tide serves in the morning, and if you find matters as I hope
you will, then I desire you to send hack a portion of the force to their
stations on the blockade, for the moon is now waning, and attémpts
will be renewed to run it.

1luron will join you, I hope, to-morrow; Alabama the next day, and
the Dawn in three days.

Lieutenant Commanding Bankhead has a recent chart of Stono.

Respectfully, etc., .
S. ¥. Du Ponr,

» : Flag- Officer.
Commander J. B. MARCHAND,
0. S, S, James Adger, Charleston.

Order of Flag-Officer Du Pont, U. S. Navy, to Commander Bankheud,

U 8. Nawy, commanding U. 8. S. Panbina, regarding blockade

duty.
Fraasaip WABAsH,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C., May 15, 1562.
Str: You will please proceed with the Pemdina under your com-
mand off Charleston and report to Commander Marchand on hoard the
U. S. S. James Adger, senior officer, for blockading duty.

Respectfully, ete., ,
S- F. Du Ponr,

, ) Ilag- Officer.
Lieutenant Commanding .J. P. BANKHEAD,
7. 8. 8. Lembina, Port Royal.

Order of Commander Marchand, U. S. Navy, to Commander Mullany,
U. 8. Nawy, commanding U. S. S. Bienville, to proceed. to blockade
duty at Rattlesnake Shoal.

. U. 8. 8. JAMES ADGER,
; Of Charleston, May 15, 1862.
Str: You will be pleased to procced immediately to the U. S. S.

Keystone Statz; to the northward and eastward of the Rattlesnake

Shoal, and deliver the accompanying communication to Commander

Le Roy. : '

It isyfm order for his return to Port Royal, and I desire that you
will occupy his position on the hlockade. ‘
Possibly the Unadille may be detained one night off Stono Inlet,

hence you may have the duties of two steamersto perform. 1
1 would thank you to say to Captain Le Roy that I particularly

desire that he would show himself off Stono Inlet on his way to Port

Royal as early in the morning as possible, as a reconnoissance of that

place is in view. B

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, *

J. B. MARCHAND,

' Commander and. Senior Officer.
Commander J. R. M. MULLANY, A
- Commanding U. S. 8. Bienwille.
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Order of Commander Marchand, U. S. Navy, to Commander Parrot.,
U. S. Navy, embodying instructions as to blockading vessels.

~U. 8. S. JAMES ADGER,
, Of Charleston, May 16, 1862.

Sir: To-morrow morning it is my intention to take passage in the
Dembina for Stono Inlet, leaving this ship here to furnish the Restless
with water, , ‘ } , ;

The Unadilla is expected early in the morning to take in coal from
the schooner. You will please to order her off Stono immediately
instead of taking in coal. ; :

Instructions will be given by me to-morrow morning to the Brenville
to carry orders to Commander Le Roy in the Keystone State to E)roceed
immediately to Port Royal, and the Beenville to take the latter’s place
off Dewees Inlet and the east end of Rattlesnake Shoal.

Every effort will be made for the return of the Unaedilla to resume
her station to the northward and eastward of the Rattlesnake Shoal
to-morrow night, and it is particularly desirous that the Restless should
regain her station off Bull’s Bay before night. ,

1f possible, I would wish you to run down off Stono Inlet as early in
the morning as possible after giving the above instructions.

Should the Ug?z&illa not have thirty-six hours’ coal, please send the
Flambeaw in her stead, but the Unadille is preferable.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. B. MARCHAND,

Commander and Senior Officer.
Commander E, G. PArroTT

Commanding U 8. S Augusta.

Order of Flag-Officer Du Pont, U. 8. Nawy, to Commander Lanier,
U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. 8. Alabamma, to proceed to blockade
duty off Charleston, S. C.

Fragsure WaBASH,
Port Royal Harbor, 8. C., May 16, 1862.
Str: You will please proceed with the Alabamae under your com-
mand off Charleston antf report for blockading duty to the senior
officer in charge.
Respectfully, ecte., S. F. Du Ponr,
, Flag- Officer.
Commander E. LLANIER,
U. 8. S. Alabama, Port Royal.

[Order of same date and like tenor to Lieutenant Downes, U. S.
Navy, commanding U. S. S. Huron.]

Letter from the Acting Secretary of the Nawy to Flag- Officer Du Pont,
U. 8. Nawvy, transmitting copy of re %n/ of the Department to Senate
resolution concerning the block q/é e South Atlantic coast.

Navy DrparTMENT, May 17, 1862.

Str: I transmit herewith a copy of the reply of the Department to
the resolution of the Senate, communicated to it through the chairman
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of the Committee on Naval Affairs, making enquiry concerning the
blockade of the southern Atlantic coast, particularly the port of
Charleston. ,
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. V. Fox,
Acting Secretary.
Flag-Officer SAmML. F. Du Ponr.,

(Enclosure.]

Navy DerArTMENT, May 9, 1862.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi-
cation of the 3d ultimo, transmitting the following reselution, which
had been presented to the Senate and referred to the Naval Committee:

‘Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be instructed to enquire whether
there hag i)een{a:_)yk‘laxity ‘on the part of our naval officers charged with blockade of
the southern Atlantic coast, and particularly at the port of Charleston, and whether
there be any foundation in truth for the statement made by the British consul to his
Government that armed troopships of the Confederate States, carrying munitions of
war, have been allowed to go in and out of Charleston and no attempt made to stop
them, and the committee have power to send for persons and papers.

You request me in bebalf of the committee to communicate all the
facts within the knowledge of the Deparfment relative to the matter
enquired of in the foregoing resolution, and also that I would, as early
as (i)racticable, obtain from the naval officers stationed near Charleston
and charged with the blockade of that port, a full and explicit state-
ment touching the same subject of enquiry. , B

The special duty of enforcing the b?ockade of the southern Atlantic
coast, 'includin;l.{)ft,'e port of Charleston, is committed to Flag-Officer
‘Samuel F. Du Pont,” On the flag-officers, respectively, as the commit-
tee are aware, devolves the duty of stationing and relieving vessels
before the ports blockaded. They also direct the movements of
cruisers attached to the squadrons which guard the coast, and they
likewise command and issue orders in relation to such expeditions as
may be set on foot by the Navy alone, or in conjunction with the
Army, for capturing and holding any place or territory situated upon
navigable waters. ;

In all these various and arduous duties, commencing with the seiz-
ure of Port Royal, when he first entered upon his present responsible
service, Flag-Officer Du Pont, and the oflicers and men constituting
his command, have acquitted themselves in a manner eminently satis-
factory to this Department, and 1 trust equally so to the Senate and
the country. 'T'hat there have been instances when the blockade has
heen evaded can not be (uestioned, and my surprise is that, under the
difficulties and embarrassments of the service, the extended and double
coast that had to be guarded, the necessities of the people, the induce-
ment of high prices to adventurous parties, and the contrivances and
asgistance rendered by certain foreign agents, that the violations have
not been vastly more numerous, , ,

Besides strictly enforcing the blockade, the Southern Atlantic Squad-
ron, assisted in some instances by the Arrny, has captured and taken
possession of the entire coast from Bay Point to St. Augustine,
embracing the whole seaboard of the State of (eorgia, no inconsid-
erable portion of South Carolina, and the eastern shore of the Florida
peninsula. As soon as the important points on this extended coast
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can be guarded by the Army, and our naval forces to that extent
relieve(f’: a larger number of vessels can -be concentruted hefore
Charleston and other difficult points which are still held by the rebels.

There have been occasions when the extraordinary demands upon the
squadron in some of its important expeditions have compelled the flag-
officer to detach for a brief period some portion of the force stationed
before Charleston, but not to such an extent as to render the blockade
ineflicient. The labors of Flag-Officer Du Pont, and his entire com-
mand, have been incessant, exhibiting an energy, vigilance, and power
unsurpassed in the annals of naval warfare. Ishould extremely regret
if the misstatements of a partisan agent of a foreign Government, him-
self sympathizing with the rebels, were to cast a shadow over the just
fame of those gallant officers in the American Senate, or lessen it in the
estimation of their countrymen. ; ,

1t is due to the distinguished flag-officer, whose brilliant achievements
and great services have won for him a reputation that has made his
name the property of his country, that his acts should not be defamed
or misunderstood. When the difliculties which he has been compelled
to encounter are considered, the value of his services can scarcely be
overestimated. \

I have adverted to occasions when he has been compelled to concen-
trate his whole available force at particular points, to consummate suc-
cessfully important expeditions, and there have been times when the
Department, under imperious necessity, has detached vessels from the
South Atlantic and other squadrons, to carry forward to completion
movements elsewhere. In the recent emergency, it became necessary
to reinforce the fleet.at Hampton Roads, and in order to strengthen the
Western Gulf Squadron, so as to make certain of the capture of New
Orleans, and give us possession of the Lower Mississippi, the very best
material of the Navy which could be spared from either squadron, the
South Atlantic as well as others, was ordered to Flag-Officer Farragut’s
command., These movements were made necessary by great exigencies
and must, unavoidably, have weakened in some degree the squadrons
from which the vessels have been detached. That the blockade con-
tinued to be effective, is demonstrated by constantly enhancing prices.
These facts are better evidences to my mind of the efliciency of the
blockade and of the energy and fidelity of our officers than the testi-
mony of the British consul at Charleston to the contrary.

I submit herewith a copy of a dispatch * of Flag-Officer Du Pont in
answer to a communication addressed to him enclosing the resolution
which the Senate referred to the Naval Committee.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GipEoN WELLES.

Hon. Jonn P. HaLg, A
Chairman Commattee on Naval Affairs, United States Senate.

*See Series 1, vol. 12, p. 771,
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Ovder of Flag-Officer Du Pont, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Clary,
U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Dawn, to proceed to St. Simon’s
Sound, Georgia.

FracsHir WABAsH,
- Port Royal Harbor, S. C., May 17, 1862,
Sir: You will please proceed, as soon as ready for sea, with the Dawn
under your command to St. Simon’s Sound and report for duty to Com-
mander S. W, Godon, of the Mokican, senior officer.

Respectfully, ete.,
S. F. Du Ponr,

: Flag- Officer.
Lieutenant Commanding A. G. CrLARY,
“U. 8. 8. Dawn, Port Royal.

Order of Flag- Officer Du Pont, U. 8. Navy, to Acting Volunteer Lieu-
tenant Iytinge, U. S. Navy, cmnm(w%m,(/ U. 8. ship Shepherd
Knapp, to proceed to blockade duty.

Fraasuip WABASH,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C., May 17, 1862.
Sir: You will please proceed with the U. S. armed ship Shepherd
Hnapp ander your command off Charleston and report for blockading
duty to the senior oflicer present. )
Respectfully, etc.,
S. F. Du Ponr,

Flag- Officer.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant H. St. C. EyTINGE, )
Comdy. U. S. Ship Shepherd Knapp, Port Royal, 8. C.

Letter from Flag- Officer Du Pont, U. 8. ng/, to Naval Constructor
= Lenthall, U. 8. Navy, regarding the yacht America.

Fraasmir WABASH,
Port Royal Havbor, S. C., May 17, 1862.

Str: I had written to ask the Department to express some wish as
to the disposition of the yacht America, but not havin'{; a reply, I find
1 can make her very useful here as a blockading vessel.

May T ask the Burean to allow her a suit of sails, and enclose a draft
of the same; also the card of the sailmaker who made her original set,
though I presume they can be made in the yards quite as well.

Respectfully, etc., S. 1 Db P
S. K. Du Poxr,

Flag- Officer.
J. LentHALL, Esq.

Oraer of Flag- Officer Du Pont, U. S. Nawy, to Licutenant William-
son, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. 8. Pengwin, to proceed with that
vessel to New York.

Fraasaip WaBAsH,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C., May 17, 1862.
Sir: The term of service of the crew of the Peaguin expiring this
month and in June, you will prepare for sen and leave as soon as you
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are ready and proceed to New York and report your arrival to Flag-
Officer Paulding, commandant of the navy yard, and to the Secretary
of the Navy through him. ‘

You will receive from the Vermont such invalids and others as may
he directed to go on hoard the FPenguin for passage north.

On your way you will please to call in at St. Helena Sound and
communicate Witil’. Lieutenant Commanding Truxtun and receive from
the Dale such men whose terms of service expire in May and in the
first days of June, - ;

You will transfer in exchange all such men on board the Penguin
whose terms of service extend heyond the period above mentioned,
May and June. ,

You will also transship to the Dale all the provisions and stores not
required for the Penguin, retaining a sufficient quantity, at your dis-
cretion, for a reasonable passage home.

With the expression of my satisfaction at the faithful manner in
which you have performed your duties during the brief period that
1vou have been under my command, and wishing youa pleasant passage
10me, -

I am, respectfully, ete.
b v , S. F. Du Ponr,
; , Flag- Officer.

Lieutenant Commanding WILLIAMSON,

U. g’ 8. Penguin, Port Royal.

Order of Flag- Officer Du Pont, U. 8. Nawy, to Acting Master Rockwell,
commanding U. 8. schooner Hope, to proceed to Fernandina, Fla.

Fracsaip WaBasH,
Lort Royal Harbor, S. C., May 17, 1862.
Sir: You will please proceed with the /ope under your command to
Fernandina and report to Commander Drayton, touching, however, on
your way at Wassaw and St. Simon’s, delivering at each of these places
the mails.
Respectfully, etc., -
S. F. Du Poxr,
: Flag- Officer.
Acting Master Commanding RocKWELL,
U. 8. Schooner Hope, Port Roygl.

Order of the Acting Secretary 3f the Nawy to Acting Master Moses,
U. 8. Nawy, commanding U. 8. bark Fernandina, to proceed to

blockade duty.
NAvy DepArTMENT, May 17, 1862.
Sir: When the U. S, bark ZFernandina is.in all respects ready for
sen, proceed with her with all practicable dispatch to Port Royal, 8. C.,
and report to Flag-Officer S. F. Du Pont for duty in the South Atlantic
Blockading Squadron,
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Before sailing transmit to the Department a muster roll of the crew
and a separate list of the officers of the Hernandina. :
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. V. Fox,

Acting Secretary.
Acting Master Epwarp Moses, U. 8. Navy
Commanding U. S. Bark ]fbvza«nc%ma. Baltemore.

Letter from Flag-Officer Du Pont, U. S. Nawy, to Brigadier- General
Benham, U. S. Ay, reqarding intercourse with army transports.

, Fraasiurr WABAsH,
LPort Royal Harbor, S. C., May 17, 1862.

GENERAL: I received last evening a communication from Lieutenant
Commanding Rhind, with enclosures, copies of which are herewith
submitted. o

A misunderstanding somewhat similar occurred a short time since in
St. Helena Sound between another transport and Licutenant Com-
manding Truxtun, of the Dale, in reference to which T wrote to Major-
General Hunter, ‘

It is my purpose now to issue an order that the shipsof my squadron
shall in future avoid all intercourse with the army transports. T pre-
fer infinitely giving up all issues on the questions involved, consider-
ing it of muc%l less moment for a vessel to run by and land arms for
the rebels than that the harmony existing hetween the two services
should be disturbed in the slightest degree, S

Asgintimated in my communication to Major-General Hunter, in war
times small men-of-war on detached service may be considered pickets
on the water, and as Government transports are frequently dependent
upon them for assistance in case of accident and for protection in case
of danger, their officers should be treated with ordinary courtesy when-
ever they happen to board them. The captains of these transport
steamers are much more sensitive than I am, for I am stopped by your
pickets with my flag and ensign flying in my boat and made to show a
pass, though 1 have been six months here; and thig I deem right.

But, as I said above, no transport shall be hoarded by any vessel of
this squadron, if she is known to be such, and the order will be impera-
tive, whether before or after anchoring. ; N

Yet, general, T can not pass over the gratuitous insult, not to the
boarding ofticer for any offense of hig if he committed one, but to the
Navy generally and this squadron in particular, from myself down,
oﬂ“ere(% by the captain of the Delaware. General Wright very prop-
erly ordered him under arrest, and 1 hope to have the satisfaction of
hearing that he has been discharged from the Government service.

This is not the first time that my oflicers have had to complain of such

_conduct. : ;

The master of the Mayflower grossly insulted Commander Steedman,
of the Bienville, hetore you assumed the command. A report was made
to Brigadier-General Sherman and to Captain Saxton, chief quarter-
master, but the man was in no manner reprehended.

Respectfully, ete., S. F. Du Ponr,
' ; Flag- Officer.

Brigadier-General H. W, Benmam, ;

Comdyg. Novthern District, Dept. of the South,
Headquarters hilton Head, S. C.
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General ovder of Flag- Officer Du Pont, U. S. Navy, regarding the
boarding of army transports. ' :

GENERAL ORDERS, Fragsuir WaBasH,
No. 12. Port Boyal Harbor, May 17, 1862.
Hereafter no army transport shall be boarded by the véssels of this
squadron on any of the blockading stations, where she is known to be
such, either before or after anchoring.
S. ¥. Du Ponr,

Flag- Officer, Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Report of Commander Marchand, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
. mneg’ A(i«/er, proposing a method of attack on the defenses of Charles-
ton, S. (.

U. S. S. JAMES ADGER,
Off Charleston, May 19, 1862.

Sir: In a conversation I had the honor to hold with you this morn-
ing, it is possible that I had not conveyed my ideas with regard to the
reduction of Charleston so as to be understood, hence I will repeat:

I deem that.Fort Johnson is the key of Charleston. An army move-
ment toward that place, either across Stono River or from Stono Inlet,
will accomplish its reduction. ' N .

A slight demonstration by the army from the eastward, either by
Dewees or Price’s inlets, moving toward Mount Pleasant, would hold
in check-the forces at Fort Mouﬁrie‘and on Sullivan’s Island.

Should Fort Johnson be taken, the obstructions in the harbor would
prevent communication by water between Charleston and Forts Sumter
and Moultrie and the batteries on Sullivan’s and Morris islands.

Having at present, with the naval forces under my charge, the vir-
tual possession of Stono Inlet, from which a forward movement of the
army toward Fort Johnson can at any moment be made, I have daily
hopes of getting some of the gunboats neross the har into Stono Inlet.
Should that be unsuccessful, the light-draft steamers you promised
will enable me to remove the obstructions in the Stono River a suffi-
cient distance beyond the marshy ground to permit the army to cross
that river from North Edisto, and jiossibly, by an interior communi-
cation pointed out to-day by Mr. Boutelle from Stono Inlet, another
detachment of the army may be landed on har ground between the
Stono River (where it is surmised the main body of the army will cross
that narrow stream) and Fort Johnson, , ;

To disembark detachments of the army either at Dewees or Price’s
inlets or at Bull’s Bay, to make a demonstration against Fort Moultrie
or control Sullivan’s Island, the means are not within my power, having
neither light-draft vessels, launches with guns to protect the debarka-
tion, nor a sufficient knowledge of the water communication from the
sea through the marshes to firm ground. e ,, ;

From all information received, I am impressed with the belief that
the enemy expects an attack upon Charleston by the naval forces and
have removed many of the inland defenses with that view, particularly
constructing and arming with the removed guns a formidable defensive
fort on the middle ground in the harbor, and building a strong battery
near Cumming’s Point, on Morris Island, to prevent the passage of
men-of-war through the main Ship Channel or by Maflitt’s ggannel.



14 SOUTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

There would 'be no difliculty in silencing the batteries on Sullivan’s
Island by the naval force now under my charge, but with our wooden
vessels attempting to pass the raking fires for miles of the battery on
Cumming’s Point, Forts Moultrie, Sumter, Johnson, and the new one
on the middle ground, each of which would have to be passed within a
few hundred yards, might be utterly destructive and mortifying to us.

Permit me again to repeat that Fort Johnson is the key of Charles-
ton and its defenses at the present time.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. B. MARCHAND,
Comumander and Sentor Officer.

Flag-Ofticer S. ¥. Du Ponr,

Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Letter from Commander Rodgers, U. S. Navy, to Flag- Officer Dw Pond,
U. 8. Navy, regarding the request of Brigadier- General Benham,
U. 8. Army, fg7 gunboats.

U. S. S. WasasH,

Port Royal, May 20, [1862).

My Drar Sir: Everything is going on well here. Baldwin seems
scrupulously anxious to learn your wishes and to execute them
ptomptly. The Z/enry Andrew has arvived and is now getting in
coals and provisions, and patching her boiler. 1 have just received a
note from Baldwin, saying that * General Benham wants two gun-
boats near Jones Island and Wassaw. Do you think it would be
advisable to send the Dawn and Andrew there in compliance with the
request?” - v ,

have replied that unless some emergency has occurred at Wassaw

since the flag-officer left here, which T do not believe to be the case, I
should not divert the Dawn from the station to which she has heen
assigned, for, if General Benham was anxious for any cooperation at
Wassaw, he should have consulted you in good season.. As to the
Andyew, 1 suggested that if she was wanted temporarily to protect
the removal of the guns from Venus Point, it might be well to send
her, but that if the general wished a gunhoat stationed near a point
which the army was about to abandon on accotint of its unhealthiness,
it would be wise to refuse, .

Finally, if General Benham had any ll)la“‘ to execute, in which he
wished for naval cooperation, you W()'ulbd ye found either at St. Simon’s
or Fernandina, and that he could seek for you at those places. I have
not been at Hilton Head since you left, but I perceive that troops and
supplies are being moved to Edisto, where they are landed at night, I
am told. I sent an officer yesterday to say to the general that upon
receiving his request for a gunboat to'go to Jones Island, on Saturday
night, you had directed the Western World to go if her engine was in
working order, but that it was found impossible to get her off, and
there was no available vessel in port. Benham told Mr. Pearson that
he was very sorry that you had gone, as he had a plan to lay hefore
you, and said something about my going on shore to-day to meet him
in relation to it. This of course, I have carefully avoided doing, nor
shall T meet him if I can help it during your absence.

He asked Mr. Pearson what transportation for troops we could
furnish, * * *
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The Fllen expects to come off the beach to-night and take in her
armament and coals to-morrow. The Aelief is unloading into the
Valparazso, slowly but steadily. * * * }

Tﬁe Western: World and Henry Andrew will be ready in two or
three days. The Dawn is ready to-night. The Honduras brought
me notes from Drayton and Ammen, but they contain no important
news. Ammen seems full of energy, and evidently has the St. John’s
River in good order. We have had no arrival since you left. The
Oriental 1s expected hourly with General Saxton and a cargo of red
breeches. I feel very lonely here since your departure. * * *

T remain, my dear commodore, with great respect, most faithfully
yours,

Flag-Ofticer Du Ponr.

C. R. P. RopGERS.

Operations en Stono River, May 20-23, 1862.
Report Qf Commander Marchand, U. 8. Navy, commanding U, 8. 8. Unadilla,

U. S. GunBoAT UNADILLA,
Stono Rwer, May 20, 1862.
Str: I have the honor to inform you that this boat, with the Fem-
bine and Oftawa, safely crossed the bar, entered Stono River, and are
at anchor until the tide changes, 1 mile below Legaréville, On our
approach the enemy destroyed the large barracks by fire at the battery
on the opposite side of the river, showing that the battery or fort is
almhddne('i. ;
Half a mile above us piles have been driven across the river, which,
when the tide changes to ebb, we will endeavor to draw.
Most truly, your obedient servant, '
) J. B. MARCHAND,
. Commandenr.
Flag-Officer S. ¥. Du Poxr,
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Roport of Commander Marchand, U, 8. Navy, commending the gallantry of certain officers
of the U, 8. Coast-Burvey steamer Bibb, in capturing a Confederate picket guard.

U. S. S. JAMES ADGER,
Stono River, May 21, 1862.
Sir: In the communication 1 had the honor to address you this day
it was mentioned that 2 officers of the U. S. surveying steamer B [Z
with a hoat’s crew of 5 men, captured 6 soldiers of the Twenty-fourth
South Carolina Regiment, who were on picket guard at the old fort
opposite Legaréville.

'he names of the officers were Mesgsrs. [€. H.] Boyd and [J. S.
Bradford, and [they] deserve much credit for their gallantry an
firmness.

I am, sir, very respectfully,
J. B. MARCHAND,
' Commander and Senior Officer.
Flag-Officer S. F. Du Ponr, : .
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Port Royal,
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Report of Assistant Boutelle, U. 8. Coast SBurvey, of his inspections and surveys of Stono
Inlet, South Carolina, and the capture of prisoners.

U. S. S. Biss,
Port Royal, S. C., May 22, 1862.

Sir: I have the honor to report that in obedience to your verbal
orders of the 17th instant, I left here on Monday morning, May 19, at
2 a. ., and took the maii to the blockading squadron off Charleston.
After delivering it we went to Stono Inlet, and at low water on Mon-
day evening and Tuesday morning found and marked the channel. It
is somewhat south of .its former position and has now 74 feet at mean
low water. The channel is narrow, but perfectly straight over the
shoal water., At 11 a. m, on Tuesday the gunboats Unadille, Ottawa,
and Pembine went in safely, having no cast less than 11 fest,-about
two hours before high water; I piloted the Unadilla myself. Mr.
Bradford, of the Coast Survey, second officer of this vessel, took in the
Oltava, and Captain Bankhead took in his own vessel.

The forts at the mouth of the river offering no resistance, we went
up the Stono to the junctions of Stono and Kiawah rivers and anchored
to await the arrival of Captain Marchand. In the afternoon we went
up the river as far as the barricade opposite Legaréville, where we
found a passage 50 feet wide and 44 fathoms deep. After Captain
Marchand had inspected the barricade and the redoubt at Old Battery
Island, which the rebels abandoned as we approached, he returned
with the Unadille and Oftawa to the mouth of Kiawah River, and I
went back to the ¢bb, anchored outside the bar. The buoy schooner
had put down two buoys and I left her'anchored in the river—to com-
plete the buoying next day. o o ;

Wednesday morning I sent in the. second cutter, manned by contra-
"bands and in charge of Messrs. Bradford and Boyd, to complete the
sounding necessary to buoy the entire channel and to survey the works
abandoned by the rebels on the day before. I accompanied them in
my gig and superintended placing the buoys, after which I sent the
surveying party to the upper redoubt at Old Battery Island and went
on hoard the Unadilla to report to Captain Marchand. He desired
me to take the vessel up the river, above the harricade, for a recon-
noissance. We passed through-the opening in the barricade without
difticulty, and seeing that the surveying ofticers had no boat from the
gunboats supporting them, I sent my gig in with the crew armed. It
wus fortunate that I did so, for just as they arrived the officers dis-
covered a picket, consisting of a sergeant, corporal, and 6 men con-
cealed in the bushes and magazine of the fort. They succeeded in
capturing 6 prisoners and brought them off to the Unadilla, with their
arms. ’fhe'oﬁicers were taken entirely by surprise, as the work was
supposed to be entirely abandoned. They acted with coolness and
courage and were well supported by the men. I enclose a copy of
Mr. Bradford’s report to me, and a list of the prisoners who have bheen
transferred to the Wabash. , o

After going as far up the river as Captain Marchand desired, 1
brought 5\0 nadille down the river to the works upon Cole’s Island
and returned to the 300 outside. This morning, after receiving Cap-
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tain Marchand’s dispatches for you, 1 came here, communicating with
General Wright at Edisto as we passed that place.
Yours, respectfully,
Cuas. O. BouTeLLE
Assistant, Coast Survey, OOm:dg. Surveying Steamer Bibb.

Flag-Officer S. F. Du Pont, U. S. Navy ,
Commanding South Atlantic }?lockading Squadron.

Report of Bubassistant Bradford, U. 8. Coast Burvey.

U. S. S. Biss,
Port Royal, S.7C., May 22, 1862.

Sir: I have the honor to report to you that yesterday, while on
shore at Old Fort [Old Battery], Stono River, in company with Mr.
Boyd, a quartermaster, and 5 men of the gig’s crew, besides my
recorder, we discovered a rebel soldier armed and skulking in the
hushes near us. Mr. Boyd, who first discovered him, summoned him
to surrender, which he did. He then told us that more men were in
the magazine, about 10 feet from us, and at the same time we discov-
ered men near us in the bushes, and cavalry were seen coming down,
With Mr. Boyd’s aid I called up my 5 men, having at this time none
but the recorder and quartermaster with me, and surrounding the
magazine captured 6 armed soldiers of the Twenty-fourth [South]
Carolina Volunteers, under command of a sergeant, who was with them
on picket duty. At this time the U. S. gunboat Ottawa, Captain
Creighton, discovered the large force near us, and opened with shell
and shrapnel, driving them off. ;

1 took the 6 prisoners on board of the gunboat Unadilla, Captain
Collins, and reported myself and their arrival to you. ,

The men are now on board of this steamer subject to your disposal,
with their arms and equipments, consisting of their mnuskets, bayonets,
and 40 rounds of cartridges. ,

1 can not refrain from specially mentioning the conduct of Quarter-
master Thomas Davis, whose bravery when we were first aware of the
existence of an enemy so near us, and daring in advancing on them at
close range, and exposed to their fire, was so conspicuous as greatly to
encourage the rest of our men, and to merit high commendation. All
the men displayed great coolness and courage.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

» Joun S. BRADFORD,

, U. 8. Coast Survey.
C. O. BourrLLe, Esq.
Assistant, U. 8. Coast Survey, Commanding U. S. S. Bibb.

Report of Brigadier-General Gist, C..8. Army.

ON TtHE RoAD, NEAR LEGARES, May 20, 1862—2:16 p. m.
Str: Two of the enemfr’s gunboats entered Stono about 12 m.,
passed along Goat and Cole’s islands, shelling, and are now at anchor

N W R—VvoL 13——2
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around Kiawah Point, in full view of Battery Island, throwing occa-
sional shells in different directions. I have withdrawn the troops from
Cole’s and from Battery islands and fired the building at both these
places. The vessels are just below the obstructions in the river. No
one hurt; all property saved. I will keep close watch and report
further. .
By order of Brigedier-General Gist: 2
: CArLos Tracy,
Aid-de- Camyp.
Captain LEo D. WALKER,
Assistant Adjutani- General.

Report of Lieutenant-Colonel Capers, C. 8. Army.

Forr PaLmeTrTo, S. C., May 20, 1862—12 .
CarpraIn: The schooner evidently brought buoys, for five barges,
after being engaged in sounding, went up to her, came off, and have
planted & huoy in the channel, or at its mouth, just opposite this
fort. The buoy formerly on the bar over Folly has disappeared. The
largest of the three gunboats is now about to join the two smaller from

the direction of Charleston Bar.
E. CApErs,
Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding.

Report of Colonel 8tevens, C. 8. Army,

HeapQuarTers TweNTY-FourTH REGIMENT
SouTH CAROLINA VOLUNTEERS,
Secessionville, S. C., May 21, 1862.

CapraiN: In obedience to orders from hrigade headquarters, under
date of 20th instant, 1 this morning detailed 60 men from Company E,
Captain Jones, and posted them as pickets ncar Battery Island. The
most advanced post was located at tﬁe old magazine, at the northern-
most end of the Battery Island works, and consisted of 1 sergeant, 1
corporal, and 4 men. The second post was in a thicket some 250 yards
nearer the causeway leading from Battery to James Island, and the
main supEort of 20 men was posted in the James Island woods near the
road with the relief of 30 men at a point in the rear not far from the
old Legaré’s settlement. _

At about 11 a. m. the sergeant in charge of the advanced picket sent
hack a messenger to Captain Jones in charge of his support, that a
siall boat ha§ left one of the steamers lying near the ohstructions in
the Stono River and was approaching the shore. Before any support
could be sent forward one of the enemy’s gunboats passed up the river
and took a position enfilading the bridge and causeway, where she
commenced throwing grape and shrapnel, completely cutting off all
communication with the énckets and closing their line of retreat. It
is supposed that on finding themselves cut off, and forgetting the
barge which had heen seen approaching, they entered the magazine to
protect themselves from the fire of the vessel and were made prison-
ers by the landing party. The second picket withdrew in time and
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escaped, The fire of the enemy was very severe and penetrated the
cover of the detachment in every direction. The men were then very
prudently withdrawn until the firing ceased, when they resumed
their first positions, except the picket at the magazine, which was not
reestablished. , o

Toward evening I retired the whole picket farther in the direction
of Legaré’s, one vessel having gone down the river to Cole’s Island and
the two others dropped down to the line of piles.

I beg to commend to your favorable consideration the men who were
captured, and should an opportunity offer for exchange, would be
much gratified to have them returned to the regiment—Sergeant
Samuel White, Corporal Calvin Wilson, Privates Adam Carter, Charles
Carter, B, C. hutson; Andrew Hutson.

I am, very respectfully,
C. H. STEVENS,
Colonel Twenty-fourth Regiment South Carolina Volunteers.

Captain JoserH WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Secessionville, S. C.

Leport of Commander. Godon, U. S. Navy, reyarding nawal opera-
tions m St. Stmon’s and St. Catherines sounds May 20-30, 1862.

; U. S. S. MoHICAN,
St. Simon’s Sound, Georgia, May 30, 1862.

Sir: In my letter of May 11, sent by #'lorida, I informed you of
my intention to make a personal examination of the entire line of coast
under my command. , R

The arrival here of the Madgie on the 17th allowed me to carry out
my lproject without withdrawing the Uncaes from her position at night
in the neighborhood of Gaston’s [Gascoing] Bluff for the protection of
that part of the colony from boat attacks by the rebels that infest the
nminlland directly opposite that point. .

On the 20th, in the Madgie, 1 passed throu%h the inland passage to
Dohoy Island, the division line of the Altamaha, one branch forming
the inland passage to St. Simon’s Island, the other branch passing to
the sea by Wolf and Sapelo islands, ’

Here tge Wamsutta is stationed and entirely commands Doboy Inlet
and the light-house at Sapelo Island. Meetixag;the Wamsutta, and
accompanied by the HMadgie, 1 at once passed through the Sapelo
Passage. For 3 miles of this passage (or through Mud River) the
Wamsutta could only go at the top of the tide. N

It has been buoyed by our vessels and the channel well marked out.

At Sapelo Sound I met the FPotomska, watching that inlet, and in a
position to ohserve anything attempting to enter St. Catherine’s Sound,
Captain Watmough had sounded out Sapelo Inlet and Bar and carried
15 or 16 feet through a straight channel at low water. '

I directed the Potomska to follow, and we continued through the
creek the entire length of the island to St. Catherine’s Sound and
anchored in a creek for the night at the north end of St. Catherine’s
Island alongside of the plantation of Waldburg, the owner of the entire
island, 1 believe, Here we found a few very old blacks left to take care
of the’})lace. Much of the cotton had been unpicked and the crop lost;



20 S8OUTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

most of the furniture had been removed with the corn, etc.; a very
fine engine is there, however, and the condition of the place indicates
considerable care. The owner had left many weeks before and had
not returned even to visit it.

~ The following morning I got the vessels underway and passed into
the sound on my return to St. Simon’s. The inlet of St. Catherine
(between St. Catherine’s and Sapelo islands) is intricate and the bar
shallow, making it unsafe, The vessel that entered it (and was soon
after destroyed up Rice [Riceboro| River some time ago by our gun-
boats) came in accidentally and her captain never knew where he was
until informed by the negroes from %Valdburg place, where he had
anchored to enquire his whereabouts.

Halfway St. Catherine’s Island 1 landed again at a second planta-
tion of Waldburg’s. Here also we found a few very old blacks, men
and women, left to take care of the place, or, more properly speak-
ing, to take care und provide for themselves, as they are useless to
their masters and hardf able to work for a livelihood.

On the north end ofy Sapelo are the remains of a battery to com-
mand Sapelo Sound, but quite ineffective for the purpose, and was
wisely abandoned long since. Sapelo is a fine island. The largest
cotton plants I have ever seen I noticed on Kennan’s plantation, off
whih we anchored, and reached by passing up a creek in boats.
Books and furniture were left in the house when deserted by the
owner; two or threc-negroes were on the place, as usual, who had
cultivated enough land to plant corn for the coming ycar for their
own use. , :

On the same island are Spaulding’s two plantations, also left with
three or four old worn-out blacks, but we were fortunate enough to
obtain a hundred bushels of corn here, and as many of pease, and a
small quantity of cotton. These ‘I directed the Jlgzdgz'e to take on
board for the use of the colony at St. Simon’s, and the supply is
op{)ortune. e V SRy

visited the light-house at Sapelo. It is quite perfect, other than
the removal of the lenses. The oil tanks, etc., are in good condition
and I have ordered Lieutenant Commanding Semmes to put things in
order about the place. Here, also, are the remains of a battery of
several guns, with a causeway leadi‘n‘g’ over a marsh of some 600 or
700 feet to allow the garrison a ready retreat from guns which it was
very evident they never intended to defend to any purpose. ‘

Vz;hile at the light-house the {ncas brought me word that you would
be in St. Simon’s the following day,and I at once returned sooner than
I expected to St. Simon’s. My inspection, however, satisties me that
the vessels are admirably placed, and nothing can enter or leave this

art of the coast. Lieutenant Commanding Semmes has buoyed Dobo
ar for his own use, and has passed out several times; the passage is
not very good and has only 13 feet at high water at one point.

The run of these vessels through the entire line has produced its
effects, as since then some forty contrabands have been sent here by
the vessels above, several coming from 100 miles inland and two from
Macon, Ga. A few days ago I directed the Uncas to shell some rebel

ickets in front of our island on the main, as their rumber seemed to

ave grea‘t&y increased and they had planted their fents in full view
with a rebel flag flying. The result was a hurried retreat of the band
and the desertion to us of forty-seven contrabands from that imme-
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diate neighborhood the following day. Such an increase, nowever,
alarms me for my provisions for them. Already we have upward of
300 in the colony, and the corn on hand now will not hold out till the
crop of corn is ready for use; it will probably be necessary to send a
supply before August.

‘})ms far the Government has not spent a dollar on these people; 1
believe this can not be said of other points on the coast. We have
heen able to procure food from the neighhorhood under our own guns,
but that supply now is about exhausted, without serious exposure to
the crews of the vessels engaged in a predatory warfare, which, how-
ever, I believe would be quite justifiable under the circumstances, if not
attended with loss of life outmeasured by the object to be obtained.

[ am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

. S. W. Goroxn,
Commander, Commanding Naval Division, St. Simon’s Sound.
Flag-Ofticer S. F. Du Ponr, :
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Port Royal.

Report of Flag-Officer Du Pont, U. S. Navy, transmitting report of
Commander Prentiss, U. S. ZV’avy, ragar.din?q operations g t_/b]e; U. 8.
stewmers Albatross and Norwich in Winyah Bay, South Carolina,
May 21-26, 1862. ~

i ; Fragsuip WABAsH,
Port Royal Harbor, South Carolina, May 28, 1862.

Sir: When off Georgetown, [S. C.], in the Keystone State on the 19th
instant, Commander Prentiss, of the Albatross, and the senior officer
of the blockading force off that port, informed me that he had delayed
crossing the bar, being apprehensive that the steamer Seabrook, with a
thousand bales of cotton on board, might get out of the Santee while
he was inside, but that he was preparing to enter.

I have the pleasure to enclose a very interesting report from him,
detailing his operations and occupation of Winyah Bay.

Commander Prentiss crossed the bar on the 21st instant with the
Albatross and the Norwich, Lieutenant Commanding Duncan, and
entered Winyah Bay. , ; ‘

After passing a small deserted redoubt near the light-house an exten-
sive fortification was observed on South Island, with-apparently several
large guns mounted; but on approaching nearer it was found deserted
mu% the guns proved to be quakers. Another fortification on Cat
Island was also abandoned. | '

On the 22d he stood up the bay for the city of Georgetown, entered
Sampit Creek &River] , and steamed slowly along the wharves. Not
heing prepared to hoid the place, Commander Prentiss did not land,.
knowing there was a force of both cavilry and artillery in the town
and & contest might have involved the destruction of the city.

He ascended the Waccamaw River about 10 miles above Georgetown,
through a rich and beautiful country, meeting with no resistance. He
took under his protection about eighty contrabands.

The rebels are much alarmed and are leaving their plantations in
every direction, driving their slaves hefore them to the pine woods.
The whole region around Georgetown could easily be taken, and with
a small land force and a few gunboats could be held.
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The Department, I am sure, will be pleased with the report of Com-
mander Prentiss, as it conveys not only important information but at
the same time evinces on his part courage and discretion.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. K. Dt Ponr,
Flag-Opficer, Comdy. South Atlantic Blockading Squadyon.

Hon. Giprox WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.
[Enclosure.}
U. S. S. ALBATROSS,
; ) Winyah Bay, May 25, 1862.

_Sir: 1 have the honov to report that on the atfternoon of the 21st
instant, finding my draft of water sufficiently reduced, 1 passed the
bar with the steamer Norwich, Lieutenant Commanding Duncan, in
company, and entered this bay.

Passing a small deserted redoubt near the light-house, we could see
on South Tsland quite an extensive fortification, with apparently sev-
eral large guns mounted en harbette. We ran for this, but on nearer
ag: roach found it abandoned and armed with rebel quakers. From
this point we could see on Cat Island a well-built fort. Some cavalry
aEp'eared in the skirts of the woodland; we scattered them with a few
shell, and, running under the walls, found it deserted like the others
and armed with the like harmless batteries. This was a well-built
fortification of quadrangular form, fitted with platforms for mounting
ten guns and containing hombproofs, magazine, and furnace for hot
shot. I landed, fired the fort and encampment near it, together with
a large quantity of timber prepared for cﬁ)sing the channel.

At daylight on the 22d I stood up the bay for the city of George-
town, entered Sampit Creek [River'f, on which it is built, and steamed
slowly along the wharves, the muzzles of our guns within 30 yards of
the houses. ;

A brig loaded with turpentine was fired as we ap‘[])roached, probably
with the intention of stopping us; but the time chosen for entering
wag slack water and the wind unfavorable for their purpose. ;

We passed the burning hull to the outskirts of the town, turned
with some difficulty, and retraced our route, stopping from time to time
to capture a boat or see if the authorities were disposed to communi-
cate with us. ;

I had sent word to the Union men to make no demonstration what-
ever,'nas I was not prepared to hold the dplace permanently; a few,
however, appeared upon the wharves and indicated by gestures or
words their Joy at seeing us, while the mass of the citizens kept aloof.
No- hostile movement was made, though there were at the time hoth
cavalry and artillery in the place. ; |

While passing up, a woman appeared in the belfry of a church or
city hall and spread a rebel flag over the bell. 1 was greatly tempted
to send on shore and seize it, but refrained, from the consideration that
a contest in the streets would have compelled me to destroy the city,
involving the ruin of the innocent with the guilty. This would have
been the work of a few minutes only, and 1 am prepared to put the
place in possession of the military whenever they will send a force to
occupy it permanently and protect the Union men, who number nearly
one-fourth the population.

In the afternoon I ran up the Wacecamaw about 10 miles, through a
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rich and beautiful country, stopped at a public mill, seized a lighter
of rice, several boats, and about eighty contrabands, who claimed my
protection. I then returned to the anchorage near the light-house and
founded a colony, which is rapidly increasing. Lo '

From time to time I have shelled the woods where encampments
have been formed, and there is not now a solitary rebel on North or
South Island. Yesterday I destroyed the last remaining bridge which
connects with the mainland, and there is no longer danger from incur-
sion of ‘cavalry, the only arm that is efficient or that dares venture
down here.

The rebels are just now very much frightened, and are leaving their
plantations in every direction, driving their slaves before them to the
pine woods. , o

Large quantities of rice are stowed along the banks of the river,
and the armieg at Charleston and Savannah are constantly supplied
from them. If you will send me the means (small steamersand vessels
for transportation), I can capture immense quantities, but to do this it
will be necessary to seize the mills at the samne time, for when we
commence seizing they will commence burning them. ; ' .

You may, perhaps, think it worth your while to run up here. I
have seen no part of the South that equals it in beauty and fruitful-
ness, and the system of rivers is such that the country may be pene-
trated for hundreds of miles, from the Waccamaw on the north to
the sources of the Santee and Congaree in the southwest. .

The whole re%ion around here could be taken possession of with little
opposition. All that is wanted to success is a moderate force of ves-
sels drawing from 6 to 12 feet water, a small land force to hold pos-
session, an {)rompt action. Nearly the whole region can be conquered
and defended by gunboats, of which they have a wholesome dread.

I shall send to-night a boat expedition to seize a tugboat loading in
the Santee for Charleston, and, if successful, shall arm herand endeavor
to capture the Seabrook, which lies higher up, loaded with cotton.

I dispatch the Norwiclh to-morrow for coal, and Lieutenant Com-
manding Duncan, whose vessel has been very eflicient, will give you
such particulars as I may have overlooked. ;

I shall be glad if you would send one of the coal schooners to this
ort, as, besides being economical, it will enable me to keep the steamer
in the best trim for speed.

If you do not come up yourself, I shall be glad to receive special
instructions, though, with the small force I have, I can not go very
far wrong.

I am, sir, respectfully, ete., your obedient servant,
GEo. A. PRENTISS,
Commandenr.

Flag-Officer S. ¥. Du Ponr, ,

Comdy. South Atlantic Blockading Forces, Hilton Head, S. C.

Letter from Commander Rodgers, U. S. Nawy, to Flag- Officer Du Pont,
U. 8. Navy, regarding the complaints o/ Brigadier- General DBen-

ham, U. S. drmy.
U. S. S. Wapasmu,
Port Royal, May 22, [1862].
My Drar Commonorg: I hope you will come back as soon as you
can conveniently, I have just received a letter from Benham, taking
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exactly the ground which I foresaw he was about to take. He unques-
tionably is very much pushed for transports, and 1 suppose we might
give him a great lift with some of our vessels like the Bienville, Key-
stone State, éte. 1 have just written to General Benham in reply to
his note, and 1 send you a copy of his letter and mine, of which latter
I hope you will approve. ;

It seemed to me that he ought to know that the blame of any want
of concert must rest upon his own shoulders.

The Western World and Henry Andrew went this morning to Savan-
nah River, to remain only a short time, under Lieutenant Law. :

We have no news here, nor any arrival from New York since you
left. There are very few troops left at Hilton Head, and they are
being removed from Beaufort to Edisto also.

Upon reading over Benhamn’s letter, I have concluded not to let it go
out of my hands, except into yours, as it contains his plans in great
detail. ﬁe says that in consequence of your absence, or rather his
inability to communicate with you, now, when all ready, he shall have
to suspend the execution of his plans until your return, and that he
fears that the withdrawal of our gunboats from the Savannah will
have put the enemy on their guard and lead them to concentrate their
force at or near Charleston and render the occupation of the pointshe
meant to seize a difficult and bloody operation, perhaps impossible.
He writes in very courteous phrase, but I confess that his letter made
me a little savage in my feelings, though not, 1 trust, in my words.
His idea concerning the importance of the gunboats in the Savannah
River seems to me the most extmordinary nllucination. The great
number of steamers constantly going to Edisto will give the enemy a
far clearer insight into hig plans. I suppose their pickets and spies
have not been blind or idle. '

By thrusting our heads into the sand we do not conceal our bodies.

I write in great haste to get this off by the #ort Henry, McCauley
having promised to leave it for you at Fernandina, :

I remain, my dear commodore, with great regpect, most faithfully,

yours, -
C. R. P. RopgErs.
Flag-Officer S, F. Du Ponr,
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Baldwin is working like a beaver and doing everything he can to
carry out your wishes.

Letter from Brigadier-General Benham, 1. S. Army, to Commander
Baldwin, U. S. Nawvy, regarding movements of gunboats.

Hoqrs. NorTHerRN DistricT, DEPI. OF THE SOUTH,
Hilton Head, May 22, 1862.

Sir: I am extremely gratified to learn of the prospect of your
having two gunboats disposable for service in the Savannah and
Cooper rivers by to-morrow. I trust one of them may be able to go
up tllxe Savannah as far as near the upper part of Jones Island by to-
morrow afternoon, and that the other might be at some point between
Cooper and Mud rivers, as may be deemed most expedient.

1 would suggest the appearance of activity and of attempts at
reconnoissance for both these boats, and that the commander of the
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hoat for the Savannah River should see Brigadier-General Terry,
commanding at Fort Pulaski, on his way up, with whom, on knowing
our plans more fully, he can act most advantageously in concert.
Very truly and respectfully, yours,
H. W. BrNHAM,
Brigadier- General.

Captain A. S. Barpwin, U. S. Navy, '

Senzor Naval Officer, U. S. Ship Vermont, Port Royal.

Could not the suggestion about the activity of the gunboats be got
to those at Wassaw Sound ¢

Letter from Commander Rodgers, U. S. Navy, to Brigadier- General
Benham, U. S. Army, rveqarding alleyed delay in cooperation of
naval forces near Stono Inlet, South Cavolina. “

U. S. S. WasgasH,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C., May 22, 1862.

My DrArR GeNERAL: I have just received your note, and lose not a
moment in replying to it. .

Stono Inlet was entered by Captain Marchand with the Unadilla,
[lembina, and Ottawn on Tuesday, after some little difficulty in find-
ing the channel. I understand that the battery opposite Legaréville
is abandoned, but have not positive information, archand was fired
upon by a detachment of riflemen from Cole’s Island while sounding
the channel in his hoat. ‘

I am sorry that you are delayed by any want of concert upon the
part of the Navy. Had you arranged a plan of action with the flag-
oflicer, this would not have occurred. Some weeks since you held a
conversation with him upon a project of yours to make an attack on
Charleston, but told him that you had not yet obtained General
Hunter’s congent to it. The flag-officer very cordially offered you
such assistance as he could render, and there the matter rested for
some weeks. It wap informally understood that General Hunter had
not given his assent, and the matter was supposed to have dropped.

On Friday night, as I was about to leave your quarters, E‘renei‘al
Hunter entered them and informed you that the intelligence brought
by the deserters from Fort Sumter had determined him to authorize
an attack upon it, and some conversation upon the routes and methods
to be adopted took place in my presence, in which I took part. I
then mentioned that it would be well for you to confer with the flag-
officer, and you said that you would do so the next morning, and a few
moments later you said to General Hunter, ‘T will go on board in the
morning and arrange with Flag-Officer Du Pont.” ; o

You will réemember that before the entrance of General Hunter,
vou bad been speaking to me of this project, as one which you had
not heen permitted to execute, and you will also remember that I, of
couvse, having no authority to commit my flag -officer to any particu-
lar ﬁ)lan of cooperation, suggested the necessity for your c’onferrin%
with him, when General Hunter had revived the generally abandonec
plan.  You will also probably remember that 1 had told you that the
Keystone State had arrived that afternoon to take the ﬂ)srtg-oﬁicer.to
Charleston. :
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Upon my return to the Wabash I mentioned to the flag-officer what
had occurred and that you would be off the next morning. He waited
for your visit the next day and during the morning of the day after,
and then supposing you had no communication for him, sailed, as had
heen some time before determined.  No communication came for him
on Monday and from the message you sent to me in reply to mine,
informing you that he had gone, I inferred that you were not, until
its receipt, informed of his departure.

Pardon me, my dear general, for saying to ‘you that it was most
natural for the flag-officer to suppose that, if you were actively pre-
paring a plan of operations which would require a very large cooper-
ation by the wholly independent force under his command, you would
lose no time in consulting him and stating distinctly what you desired.
The conversation with me was dceidental, indefinite, and included no
message from you to the flag-officer. He remained here for nearly two
days after it took place, and if any delay or inconvenience accrue to
yourself or to the public service, I am sure that you will attribute it to
your failure to explicitly make known to the flag-officer what assistance
rou wished for, and from your not having learned from him whether

e could render that assistance at this time. , ,

The Western World and IHenry Andrew both sailed this morning for
Savannah River, under command of Licutenant Law, the commander
of the Western World being ill with fever contracted in the place to
which his vessel returns, The repairs were suspended upon both ves-

sels to enable them to get off to execute your wishes. ,
~ As concerns the illumination at Charleston, I regard it as a mere
“canard,” and belicve that some signal lights from Fort Sumter (blue
lights and Roman candles) were the only foundation for the story.

I hope that the flag-officer will be hack by Saturday. He passed
here on Tuesday evening on his way to St. Simon’s without stopping
to communicate with me. ; (

The Western World and Ienry. Andrew are both light-draft vessels,
and will be important if we are to operate near Stono.  We hope to
have the Zllen ready for service by Saturday.

The purchased steamers fit for carrying troops are bhlockading
Charleston, but can be readily called in when the flag-ofticer returns
from his tour of inspection.

Lieutenant Commanding Mc¢Cauley has gladly offered a passage to
Lieutenant Dutton, and will have much pleasure in delivering your
-dispatches,

I remain, with warm regards, faithfully yours,
C. R. . Ropgers,

General Benmay, U, S, Army.

. N \\ .
Report of Commander Mavchand, U. S. Nawvy, of “the arvival off
Charleston, S. C., of . B. M. S. Racer.

U. S. S. JAMES ADGER,
Off Charleston, S. €., May 22, 1862.
Sir: I have the honor to advise you that H. B. M. steam sloop of
war Racer, Captain Liyons, arrived here yesterday from Bermuda and
was, after consultation with Commander Parrott, senior officer present
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in charge of the blockading forces, permitted to pass our lines, anchor,
and hold communication with Charleston by means of one of the tug-
boats of the enemy under a flag of truce. This afternoon the Racer
left, and on passing out, her captain reported that he was going to
Savannah, having on board the British consul, and would return to
this place in a few days. ‘,

Captain Lyons informed Commander Parrott that his general instruc-
tions were to obtain the names of the vessels of war at all places visited,
together with names of their commanding ofticers, Commander Par-
rott replied that his instructions did not warrant a compliance with the
request, but gave the names of the two senior officers and their vessels.

My communications to you yesterday will have informed you that
whilst most-of these events were occurring I was absent on a recon-
noissance in the Stono River.

I am. sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. B. MARCHAND,
Commander and Senior Officer.
Flag-Officer S. F. Du Ponr,
Comdy. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Port Royal.

~—

Order of Flag-Officer Du Pont, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Qlary, U. S.
Navy, commanding U. S. S. Dawn, to proceed to Fernandina, Fla.

FragsHir KEYSTONE STATE,
St. Simon’s Sound, Georgia, May 23, 1862.
Str: You will proceed with the U. S. S. Dawn under your command
to Fernandina and relieve Commander Drayton, of the Pawnee, receiv-
ing from him such information as his experience will enable him to
give you.
Respectfully, etc., S. F. Du Ponr,
Flag- Officer.
Lieutenant Commanding A. G. CrAry,
U. 8., 8. Dawn, St. Stmon’s Sound  Georgia.

Letter from Flag-Oficer Du LPont, U. S. Nawy, to Major- General
Thader, U. S, Army, concerning proposed operations.

Fragsuir WaBasH,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C., May 2}, 1862.

GreNeraL: T have just returned, from a visit to the various points
held by the South Atlantic Bloci(ading Squadron, extending from
Gieorgetown to Fernandina. e

Among the official papers awaiting my arvival was one addressed
by Brigadier-General Benham to the senior officet left in charge at
this port. It-will he sufficient to you to read it to see that its tone
and character are not such as should be addressed to an ofticer under
my command, :

On your arrival here to take command of this department, to pre-
vent delay and circumlocution in matters of general detail, 1 readily
agreed to put myself in official communication with Brigadier-General
Benham, commanding the northern division of your department.
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I have now to say, in virtue of my assimilated rank as a major-
general, T must respectfully request that you will be pleased to convey
to me any of your plans and intentions in which you desire to have a
cooperation with the naval force under my command, and I trust 1
need hardly add that I shall ever be ready to give you all the aid in
my power when the regular duties of this squadron and the orders
under which I am acting will permit it.

I learn verbally and through unofficial letters addressed to Com-
mander Rodgers that important movements are now in contemplation,
but T have never heen addressed on the subject except in a very
informal manner and that verbally, some weeks back. ;

I am, general, with great respect, your most obedient servant,
' S. F. Du Ponr,
Flag- Officer.
Major-General D. HuNTER,
Commanding Department of the South.

Order of Flag-Officer Du Pont, U. S. Nawy, to Commander Parrott,
U. 8. Nawy, to dispatch the U. S. 8. Huron to Stono River, South
Carolina.

Fraasie WaBasH,
Port Royal Havbor, S. C., May 24, 1862.
Sir: On receipt of this order you will please dispatch the 77uron to
Stono River, Lieutenant Commanding Downes, to report to Com-
mander Marchand.
Respectfully, ete.,
S. F. Du Poxnr,
Flag- Officer.
Commander K. G. Parrorr,
[. 8. 8. Augusta, Seniop Officer off Charieston.

Order of I'lag- Officer D Pont, U. S. Navy, to Commander Marchand,
U. S, Nawy, for a reconnoissance near Wappoo Cut, South Carolina,

Fracsurr WABAsH,
Port Royal Hurbor, S. ., May 2}, 1862.

Str: I have just anchored here from my visit to the Southern coast,
and have received your communication of the 21st. ‘

I had the pleasure to read your gignal from inside the bar at Stono
on Tuesday last, informing me that you had possession and that the
upper battery ofl Legaréville was abandoned, as well as that on Cole’s
Island. I desire, however, to have control of the whole river, and I
wish you to proceed with the gunhoats and feel the battery near Wap-
poo Cut, which Robert Smalls represents as very imperfectly finished
at best.

Captain Boutelle, whom I am now sending to convey this order to
.}'{(‘)u, will convey orders to the fHuron to join your force in the Stono

iver.

Please accept my commendation not only to yourself but to the com-
mending oflicers of the gunboats—Lieutenants Commanding Collins,
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Bankhead, and Creighton—as reported by you, for the zeal manifested
in this new occupation, which is likely to become an important one,

Respectfully, ete.,
S. I. Du Pont,

) Flag- Officer.
Commander J. B, MARcHAND,
Sendor Officer off Charleston.

Capture of the British steamer Stettin, off Charleston, S. C., May 24,
1862.

Report of Commander Mullany, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Bienville.

U. S. S. BIENVILLE,
off Charleston, 8. C., May 2}, 1862.

Sik: I have the honor to report that I captured this morning and
sent. to the port of New York the British screw steamer Stettén, under
the following circumstances: : ,

At 3:30 a. m. got underway from our anchorage off Dewces Inlet
(9 miles north of Charleston Bar) and stood to the eastward, thinking
1 might sight a vessel at daylight, At 4:50 a. m. discovered a strange
steamer standing to the castward, or southward and eastward, and gave
chase at full speed. At 5:40 a. m. the strange steamer changed her
course and stood to the northward and westward, toward Cape Romain,
which was then in sight. 'We altered our course to head her off.

At 5:53 the strange steamer again changed her course and stood to
the castward, we in pursuit. A few minutes afterwards discovered a
hoat containing several persons pulling from the chase toward the
shore, who subsequently escaped, as T could not follow them without
risking the loss of the chase. 1 subsequently learned that the three
})f,ll'son,s in the boat were English gentlemen, one of whom was named
Tilton.

At 6 0. m., having got within long range of the strange steamer, fired
a shot across her how from our rifled pivot gun, to which she paid no
attention. At 6:15 the strange steamer hoisted KEnglish colors in her
main rigging, but still continued her endeavors (at full spced{‘to escape.
At 6:18 a. m. fired another shot from the rifled gun, which fell near
{mr. : At 6:25 a. m. strange steamer stopped her engine, finding escape
10peless. ‘

As soon as we came up with her, sent Licutenant Benham, executive
officer of this ship, to board and take possession of her, The vessel
proved to he the }}ritish steamer Stettin, last from Nassau, New Prov-
idence, having a crew of twenty-one men, including officers, and a pas-
senger named Samuel Simpson, who claims to be the supercargo. Upon
examination of her manifest and hold it was found she had on hoard as
part of her cargo saltpeter, pig lead, quinine, tea, coffee, brandy, gin,
tin ‘)latt}s, and a large number of boxes and kegs.,

The Stettin, when first seen by this ship, was about 15 miles to the
northward and eastward of Rattlesnake Shoal. She was captured about
38 miles E. N. K. of Charleston Bar and 16 miles I, S, E. of Cupe
Romain.  She was originally brig-rigged, but had been »tripped of her
spars and sails, leaving nothing but her lower masts standing, previous
to approaching the coast. She has a cutter stem, no bowsprit, and was
painted lead color.,
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1 have sent the prize home in charge of Acting Master John D. Bar-
clay, assisted by Acting Master John A. Rogers, Chiet Engineer Wil-
liam F. Wright, Third Assistant Engineer Jared Day, and a crew
consisting of 6 seamen, 8 firemen and coal heavers, and 3 marines. 1
sent home in the prize the late master, one of the engineers, and one
of the crew as witnesses. The balance of the crew, together with the

rson who claims to be supercargo, -1 have taken on board this ship.

I have to state that no other vessel but this one was in sight at the
time the capture was made. Mr. Simpson informed me that he had
lived twelve years in Mobile, but claims to be an Englishman. I should
have stated in the former part of this communication that the Stetéin
is an iron vessel of about 450 tons burden.

Respectfully, your obedient servant, ,
J. R. M. MuLLANY,
, Commander.

Flag-Officer S. F. Du Ponr, .

Comdyg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Port Royal, S. C.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Conroy, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. bark
Restless.

: - U. S. BARk RESTLESS,

.; Bulls Bay Channel, Satvrday, May 24, 1862.

Sir: 1 have the honor to report that at 4:30 a. . this morning the
lookout at the masthead reported a steamer steering direct for us, the
Restless then lying in the channel of Bull’s Bay.

We set our ensign, but she paying no regard to it, we fired o shell
from our Parrott gun, which fell very near her, and she immediately
altered her course to east.

It being calm, we could not chase her, and sceing the U, 8. S,
Bienwille standing toward her, secured our battery.  The Bienville
brought her to and took possession of her within 5 miles to S, E. of us.
She proved to be the English steamer Stettin. 1 am convinced that
her intention was to have entered this channel in the attempt to run
the blockade. .

I have the honor to he, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Epvarp Conroy,
Aeting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Hon. GioroNn WELLES,
Seerctary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Roport of Commander Marchand, U, 8, Navy, commanding U, 8, 8, James Adger, of the
capture of the steamer Stettin and the stranding of a blockade-running steamer on
Sullivan’s Island,

U. S, S, JAMES ADCER,
off Chavleston, May 25, 1862.
Str: At early dawn of day yesterday, from the Bicnville, Comman-
der Mullany, which I have stationcd off Dewees Inlet and the eastern
end of the Rattlesnake Shoal, a strange vessel was seen, to which chase
was givén.
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Upon the Bienville's approach the strange vessel proved suspicious
hy her movements. She first attempted to run toward the land to the
northward .of Bull’s Bay, but the Bienwillds course was changed to
intercept her. The steamer then lowered a boat, in which three or
four persons made their escape to the land (the names of the persons
I could not learn), whilst the vessel steamed fast seaward. The chase
was of more than an hour’s duration; nor did the stranger stop until
two or three shots from the pivot gun passed ahead and astern of her.

Commander Mullany boarded and seized her as a prize. It was the
iron-built screw steamer Stettin, of London. Her papers showed that
Boyd A. Johnson was the master, but he was not found on board, and
the vessel was commanded by the first mate, E. L. Eratt.

Her cargo was an assorted one, composed of salt, saltpeter, pig lead,
quinine, hoots, shoes, car iron, brandy, champagne, gin, tea, coffee, tin
plates, clothing, and many boxes, the contents ¢f which are unknown,
hesides a variety of other things. \ N

Four hundred and eighty was the registered tonnage of the Stettin,
but Eratt, the acting captain, informed me she had 600 tons of freight,
which, at Hull, England, cost upward of £100,000, and the vessel her-
self, which was built seven months ago, cost £17,000. Her papers
showed that she left Hull, England, last month, bound for Tampico,
took in coal at Madeira, ran to Bermuda, and from there to Nassau.
The latter place she -left on the night of ‘the 21st instant, having a
clearance for St. John’s, Newfoundland. . Her acting captain informed
me that about the same time the steamers Cecile, Gordon, Johnson,
and Stella were to start for Nassau to run the blockade of this place.
He further informed me that I was fortunate in capturing the Stettin,
as she and her cargo were more valuable than all the other four.

A prize crew was puton board from the Bienville and her own crew
taken out, with the exception of the-former acting captain and two
seamen, and she left for New York yesterday.evening. Three mari-
ners were also sent in the prize, and Iinformed the former acting cap-
tain (Kratt) that as he was g0 anxious to go to the North in the Stetten
I would permit him to do so, and that he was not to consider himself a
prisoner, but the moment he spoke to & human heing on board other
than the officers he would violate orders, be‘considere%t o prisoner, and
confined; to all which he gave a most willing acquiescence.

As the nights are now nearly moonless and weather cloudy, every
evening I detach one of the steamers from our line (spreading the
others to fill the vacant place) to cruise up and down oft the place at a
distance of 4 or 5'miles from our line of vessels, for the purpose of
intcr'ceptinﬁ, if possible, vessels attempting to run the blockade. ‘

During the past night a steamer succeeded in passing the blockading
vessels to the eastward except the Bhwné, which you have, went between
the Rattlesnake Shoal and the mainland, and to avoid the guns of .the
Iveahontas, stationed near the east end of Moultrie Island, was run
ashore under the guns of Beauregard battery at the cast end of that
islaind.  This morning a gale is blowing from the N. K., but the
Angusta, Commander Parrott, and the goca/wntas, Lieutenant Com-
manding Balch, ran in, hut owing to the heavy swell could not succeed
in destroying her by shelling. Whilst the Auguste and ocahontas
were so employed a rifled cannon from a battery near the center of
Sullivan’s Is{)and was hrought to bear upon them, the shot from which
passed over and between them, but as the rain and mist obscured
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vision it is supposed they thought the gun had not suflicient rangeand
ceased firing, The Awguste and Pocahontas ‘drew off half an hour
a}fltexi the rebels ceased firing, as the tide was falling and the water
shoal. .

The name of the stranded vessel I could not learn, but suppose her
to be one of the four which started at the same time with the Stettin
from Nassau to run the blockade of this place. .y :

During the continuance of the gale of wind I can not send vessels in
to shell the stranded steamer, as the three light-draft gunboats ( Una-
dilla; Pembina, and Oftawa) are in the Stono River worrying the rebels
and keeping open the communication from sea to Paul Grimball’s
plantation, 7 or 8 miles up, where the hard ground commences.

No officer could he better aided in the labor before us than I am by
the commanding and other officers of this division of the squadron
‘you have honored me with the command of. Each endeavors to outvie
the others in the good cause in which we are engaged.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
) J. B. MArcHAND,
‘ ~ , Commander, ete., Senior Officer.

Flag-Ofticer S. ¥. Du Pont, - :

Dommanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Additional report of Commander Maroh::d, U. & Navy, commanding U. 8 8. James
dger.
U. S. S. JAMES ADGER,
, o Charleston, S. C., May 26, 1862.

Sir: Herewith T have the honor to send a muster roll of the officers
and crew of this ship, claiming a joint share of the prize money, along
with the officers and crews of the different vessels hereafter enumer-
ated, should any accrue from the capture of the English steamer Stes-
tin, made on the morning of the 24th instant by the U. S. S. Bienwille,
Commander Mullany, and sent to New York for adjudication. ‘

The vessels jointly acting with the U. S. S, Bienville in the blockade
of this place were the steamers Jumes Adger, Augusta, Alabama,
Locahontas, Flambeau, gunhoat Tluron, ship Shepherd Knapp, barks
Lochuck and Restless, and the pilot hoat G. RV. DBlunt, all in sight of
the position assigned to the Bienwille in the line of blockade, At the
same time the gunboats Unadilla, Pembina,and Oftowa, belonging{‘
also to the blockading forces off this place, were in the Stono River,
miles to the southward, but still within sight of our line of vessels. -

The capture was made out of sight, Commander Mullany said, of
any of the above-named vessels, although the commander of the Zoe-
buck, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Commanding Trundy, asserts that
it was done in view of his ship, then at anchor in our blockading line
before Charleston, S, C.  The grounds upon which I have heen solic-
ited to claim the Stetéen as a joint capture of the squadron are: ;

First. The Bienville belonged to and was in- her assigned station'in
the line of blockade within sight of the other blockading vessels except
the gunboats in the Stono River. : R o

Second:. Had it beensufficiently daylight, the blockading vessels, other
than those in the Stono River, would have seen the Bienwville leave her
anchorage in chase. :
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Third. Although the capture was made beyond sight, the chase was
commenced within seeing distance. -
Fourth. The capture was made within the limits assigned to the
blockading forces beforc enumerated.
Fifth. That no other vessel could be detached in pursuit without
impairing the efficiency of the blockade of this place.
nder international law and decisions of courts of admiralty, other
reasons might be assigned for considering the case a joint capture of
the squadron here, but the officers and crews of the before-mentioned
vessels have full reliance in your justice, as they are at a distance, and
look to you, sir, alone, as their protector and friend.
T am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. B. MARCHAND,
Commander and Senior Officer.
Hon. Gipeon WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Additional report of Commander Mullany, U. 8, Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Bienville,
- enoclosing statements of officers.

U. S. S. BIENVILLE,
Of Charleston, S. C., May 27, 1862.

StR: Since my communication of the 24th was forwarded to the
Department, acquainting it with the circumstances attending the cap-
ture of the Britjsh serew steamer Steftin, some additional facts have
been obtained from the officers and crew which bear upon the case.

I heg to enclose the statements of Lieutenant Benham, Acting Mas-
ter Frank Smith, and Paymaster Goodwin in relation to the matter.

The Stettin is an iron screw steamer, of about 450 tons measure-
ment; was originally brig-rigged, without any howsprit. At the time
of capture she had no spars standing but her two lower masts; all the
other spars had been sent down and the sails unbent. _

She was painted lead color. One of the crew who went to New
York in the steamer informed me that the boat which left the Stettin
and escaped on shore was lowered from the port”side of the vessel,
and was called the life boat, and that three KEnglish gentlemen went
on shore in her; indeed, most of the crew admitted that their destina-
tion was Charleston.

I have just learned from Commander Marchand, senior officer
present, that the officers and crews of the ships engaged in the block-
ade off this port, have preferred a claim for a share in the captures
made on the 24th and 27th instant by this ship in case the vessels are
condemned. ‘ o

The crew and officers of this ship have requested me to call your
attention to the case, and I most respectfully appeal to the Depart-
ment to protect them in what they deem their just right to the whole
of the proceeds accruing from the captures (exclusive of the propor-
tion the Government is entitled to), in case the vessels are condemned,
and excepting the two instances named in my letter to the Department
of this day’s date, in relation to the Patras, no other vessel being in
sight at the time the prizes were discovered or the captures made.
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1 attribute our success in capturing the Stetten and Pairas, with
their valuable cargoes, to the extreme vigilance of my officers and
crew, and trust that their claims in these cases will receive the favor-
able consideration of the Department.

I am, very respect.fglly, your obedient servant, .
~ J. R. M, MuLLANY,
Commander.

Hon. Gip